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tions to attempt a reyiv 7 


TRE arc REVEREND | 


2 HE LORD BISHOP. o LONDON: 


" „ $43 > 


MY 7 LORD, NE as gh 

Ther who difeien the face of the times 
with an eye to God's providence in the go- 
vernment of his Church, clearly perceive, 
that the Clergy are under peculiar obliga- 
val of) Religion; but 
Religion can never experience any conſider- 
able revival without a revival of Learning, 
and of that kind of learning which is appro- | 

| priate to the Chriſtian miniſtry. Though 


diſtinguiſhed i in the republic of letters by 
their eminence in every branch of polite li- 


terature, yet, without biblical learning, they 


cannot raiſe and ſupport the clerical credit 


and character; and, without this, they can= _ - 


vt ot produce any important reformation. | 


0 4 e by enthuſiaſm. 
tial and tranſient They may be miſtaken 
F for a revival of religion ; but are rather 


. DEDICATION. 
The want of learning can never Wesm - 


Its effects are par- 


ſymptoms of an expiring church. The ef- 


forts of enthuſiaſm are like the violent and 

4 5 irregular pulſations of the heart in the na- 

tural body, when the chill of death aſcends 
We from the lower extremities, and aptdicher 

near the organs of vitality. Then it is the _ 
heart ſeems to exert all its energy to repel 


the enemy, and, if poſſible, to force the vital 


fluid: to circulate once more through all the 


ſyſtem. But theſe efforts are of ſhort dura- 
tion they intermit—the enemy approaches o 
' nearer—the heart is opprefſed—it « ceaſes to 
beat and, lie enpires 5 

Under this impreſſion, of the importance . 
of learning, and of the dangerous ſymptom 
* gr 4p m, the author wrote his Difſerta- 

I its merits might be eſtimated by 

2 importance of the ſubject, and by the 


zeal and reverence with which it is pre- 


 fented 1 to your notice, it would not be 
| | e 


— 


4 | 
4 


DrDkCATION "ay; 
though! unworthy of your Lord's. | 
ceptance and patronage. . 

The deep- laid ſcheme of Lofdels. to hs 
nich Chriſtianity from the world, has been 
revealed. Atheiſm has been avowed i in the 
hearing of all Europe. But from whence 
theſe portentous events? The exploſion was 
- ſudden; but the materials have been long 
accumulating: . Biſhop: Warburton. inſiſted : 
| that atheiſm . is 4 conſequence of extreme 

rruptions in religion. It follows, but 

N never precedes, the moſt odious depravities | 
in the miniſters of religion; the ſuperſti- 

tions, the hypocriſies, the diviſions, the ani- 
moſities, the diſputes, the profane diſorders | 
of the church Yet, the myſtery: of ini- 

- quity is not completed; and it becomes 
thoſe, who have any light and zeal remain- | 
ing in them, to ſtand between the porch 


and the altar 2oceping; and not only to pray, 


Spare thy people, good Lord, ſpare them ! but 
to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to ſtop the 
progreſs of infidelity, and retard that awful 
criſis when the Gentile church ſhall have 
{ complated i its apoſtacy and be broken off. 


. I 


v 52 5 1 of Py 1 0 6 3 


1 Thy Von, my Lord, have ſet the eie: 


| You have oppoſed y 
Ve are undermining the ſcriptures and en- 
deavour to drive religion out of this coun- 
1 . The apparent effects of this zeal did 


yourſelf againſt thoſe _ je 


not reft 1 in you alone. The people preſſed 


Ae to hear their ſhepherd's s voice 
I Perſons of the firſt diſtinction were your 
0 auditors Many of the clergy, young — 
old, learned from your example how wy . 

. might beſt diſcharge their ſacred office— 

_ _ (Multitudes' alſo of the inferior orders of 

ſociety, tradeſmen, artificers, and ſervants, 
3 hung upon the preacher with eager atten- 

tion. Such a promiſcuous aſſembly of 

15 Princes and people, ſuch a ſerious and at- 


tdtentive congregation, Was w en oy 


ym aſcended the pulpit. 

Tour talents, my Lord, are W ſuit. 
| * to inſtruct the wiſe and the unwiſe, 
the learned and the ignorant. If it were 
E not ſo, you would never have ſeen nobles, 
5 ' dergy, and artificers liſtening to your ſer- - 


mons with ſo much ſerious and devout. " 


tention. | ;4 * it 1s no. preſumption in 
„ me 


D 2 D 1 0 * wi 1 0 N. . 1 0 ; 


me to expreſs my -wiſhes, my hopes and 
Prayers, that you may live to repeat theſe 


your pious labours; and that your example | 
will be imitated by ſome of thoſe Learned 


* * 
* 
; : 
. 


; 5 miſtaken. Publiſhing 
5 however excellent, will have little good 


effect on the generality of people, who have 
neither abilities nor time to read them: and 
very few of thoſe learned infidels, againſt 


Whom they principally; ditect their argu- 
ments, will condeſcend to look into their 


writings. Preaching popular diſcourſes has 


ever been the great inſtrument of Provi- 


dence to convert mankind. St. Paul pre- | 


þ ferred i it, for i its utility, b before all miraculous 
£5 gife—He called it Avrapus Oes eis TW THplEy. 


Jou know, my Lord, there was a time 
when the office of preaching was attached 


to the e N and when Biſhops 


ß; Eo were 


Dignitaries, who are capable of becoming 
the . e . 1125 4 ee Ei 
175 Se 1 05 VVV 5211 2 | 
If they hich to dag hel an 15 
1 8 n pens, they will find themſelves greatly 


books and pamphlets, 2 | 


, 4 
7 
$ 
1 
I 
4 
2 
1 


„ 


1 2 0 # 
3 : -—- er, *& 
4/9” Wann g wed * 


. '» 2 b1 CAT 10 N 

1 | were in the habit of preaching * more r. 

 _ _, quently than Preſbyters preach in our days 
hen they preached, not or rare and ex- 


195 ſubjecta. but whene r the people aſſembled 
in the churches, and upon ſubjects which 
5 ee all ranks of people, and were well 
underſtood by all that heard them. I wiſh 
18 it were ſo again !—that is, I wiſh the beſt. 
means were uſed to ſave the church from 
utter apoſtacy, and the nation from n 
_ WN ruin. 2 4 288 


Ja am, „ my Lord, . 
"ns profound reverence, 
[OE 1 Tour LL dſhip's 5 
e moſt obedient humble "ny 0 


n 
| e eee . JESSE. 


eue, the Homilics of Chryſotam, cy of Alexan 
COL and 2 DET =: 
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tmordinary occaſions, and upon unpopular 
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Fog 


f hs 7 RzyrecrinG on the evils produced through 
a neglect of Theological Studies, the Author was 


led into an inveſtigation of the Learning and In- 
ſpiration of the Apoſtles. He offers his thoughts 


to the Public upon this very important Alot, 4 
XD the following Diſſertation. 


In his attempt to oppoſe the —_ _ of | 


- Enthuſiaſts, and to correct erroneous opinions of 
Inſpiration, he may ſeem to deny inſpiration in 
every ſenſe and meaning in which the term is 
uſed. He therefore thinks it expedient to ad- 
vertiſe his Readers, that he believes a divine 0 
influence and bleffing accompany the means 
ol grace, and are neceſſary to men's falyation ; 
and more particularly, that it is the inſpiration | 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which, in the uſe of appoint- 
ed means, illumines the mind and ſanctifies the 
heart. He hopes, therefore, that he ſhall not 
alarm honeſt prejudices 1 in fayour of eſtabliſhed 
forms of ſpeaking, in thoſe ſober and pious 


Chriſtians who Have not affixed 15 e 


meaning to Ay Er | 


= 


les of Jesvs CrrIsrT had an ex- 
miſſion, and an extraordinary work to 
perform. It became neceſſary to them, that 
| + thould be furniſhed with extraor means, to 
= diſcharge. their office, and to accompliſn their 
work. They were commanded to wait for theſe 
means, before they entered upon their labours: 
Tarry. yen the city of Jeruſalem, until ys be endued 435 
with potver from on bigh'; which, ſurely; teaches 

this obvious truth, That no man was eyer divinely 
commiſſioned, and called into actual ſervice, to 

work in the Lord's vi „who bas not ſuffici- * 
ent abilities: and he that Fiende ts be in 
and to have received an extraordinary call to te 
| ew ON miniſtry, _ 


% 


* . 


' it is ſaid of Peter and John, They were # 


EATS 53 2 , 
. y g : F 
224 © ; þ 
* . 4 * ” | 
: 6 . f # 
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q = den able br — the of 


ie A | fice, may not indeed be guilty of wilful lying, b . 
moſt certainly is deceived. 5 
n will be ſaid, and it bath been ſaid, by thoſe | 


eſter their ignorance and prefump- 


tion Under cover of example, that the Apoſtles 
were fibermen. It ſhould however be remarked, 
that the learning and exerciſe of arts and trades 
were not inconſiſtent with a literary education, 
in the ſame degre 


de as with us at this time. The 
Jews, whatever was their rank or fortune, gene- 
rally inſtructed their children in ſome buſineſs or 


5 employment, by which they might ſupport them- 


ſelves :/it was a proverb with them, He that will. 

not teach bis ſon ſome art or trade, brings him u 

eee St. Paul was, by occupation, 
ent· maker; yet, he had the beſt learned edu- 


en which his country could afford: he was 


brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, the moſt re- 
nowned doctor of the age. Therefore it is in 


vain to allege that the Apoſtles were fiſhermen, ” 


onleſs it can be proved that all fiſhermen, in their 
days, were as unlearned as fiſhermen, tay lors, 
ſhoemskers, 5 dienen & c. „ 
are in our times. IBickitk 
To this it may hs > ciplicd; toit, in Ales iv. I 5 k 
_ MOTT: men. But the I implies 
3 no 


„ . 1 
: = no more than that they were not eminentiy | 
learned, nor diſtinguiſhed by their rank above 1 
the generality of their countrymen: they were 9 
not ſcribes: they were not doctors of the lav: As 
they were not admitted to the degree of compa-—H 
nions of their wiſe men; they were not rulers of 
the Jews, civil. or eccleſiaſtical : they were in the 
rank Twy cr of the many. ; | men in a private 
ſtation. And it was this which made . 
and elders, and ſcribes, and _Annas the high-prieff, | 
and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander, and the. 
kindred of the bigh-prieft; to wonder ſo much at 
the ſpeech of Peter and Jobn; ſor it expreſſed a 
knowledge of the ſacred writings, a freedom, an 
authority and deciſion, a ſkill and point in the 
I application gf the ſcriptures, far above what might. 
| have been expected from men of their education 
: and, rank. *.. But. there i is nothing in all this 
which pear 0 that the Apoſtles were abſolutely . 
8 without learning, that they could neither write Ee 1 


>, 


* Now 2 they ſaw the boldneſs of Peter and Fobn, and 
PEI ery were unlearned and ignorant men, they mar- 
velled: which is thus paraphraſed by Dr. Hammond; © And 1 
when they obſerved the elocution and freeneſs of ſpeech witz 
« which they taught, and withal conſidering that their educa- Ld 
4 tion had not thus elevated them above other men, being nei- 
_ © therſkilled in the learning of the Jews, nor as men of place 
* or magiſtracy among them inſtructed in their per 1 
« were amazed at it,” CCCCCC0CC HY TOR TRIFT 1 150 | 
| Bz 1 i 


"1 my res, dba never been 4 fboel *. -Theie 
| the holy feriptures, and were familiarly aoquaint- ' 


cular hiſtory, but of whith the objection is taken, 


bs learned mien of the OR, eren to 9. re alten. 


Eh path? to the Apofttes is very unwor 
1 character aid a very ill uſe has been made of 
„it Reed totifidered, whether they were ſuch 


reprefented. i N TRY demands the re 
W 


were ſo well acquainted with the tert'of holy 
wtit, that, if any one referred to a particular paſ- 
ſiage, ſaying, i is written, they would immediately 
reocollect the paſſage and its connection, and 
could turn to ĩt without heſitation, though their 
bibles were not divided and numbered, as ours 
5 2 in wing es _ curve Joſephus teſtifies that 


Ca 4 £3). 3 Rs 9 3 


hiſtory implies the cohttary; that bwep dates, | 
ed with the contents of the bible; and tis parti.” 


will prove that Peter and John had # ſhfficient 
ſhire of learning to ſpeak in preſence of the hoſt 


Pg fry oe FEST Ep $1}. 
NE 


8 . 
A 3 VF by \ 
5K their 


© "The fie of pact which His 


unfearnied? and ignorant men as they have been 


* 2 8 


1 * 1 „ ic AT; 1 i 


The cates of 3088 in FR Sav re time, 


. "a Now an; ieee 138055 ſee Minis dull in 


legibus aliiſve diſeiplinis: non inftituti in ſehola Phariſebrum: 
non verſati in dactrinis Thalmudicis - Nam ſcripturas _ 
, Apoſtoli ct legerant et Memoria e Pol. Synos. 


NR X 
Pat | "> every 
: ; ” ESE. 2 N 8 - 


= ſoriptures, thats 2 queſtioned eoncerting * 
e ka could tell hi on pame, . 
does not appear, by any thing we read in the 

Ne Teſtament, that the Apoſtles were leſs in- 
timately acquainted with the contents of the ſa- 
_ red volume than the generality e coun- 

trymen. There is not a ſingle expreſſion or in- 


FFP : 


want iN . 
45 Beſene thn deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on he 
prophecies; in the book of Pſalms, in he caſe of 

the traitor Judas, to. juſtify! the election of ano- 
ther in bis room; and the ready aſſent of the 
other Diſciples preſent- to the authority of theſe. 
ſeriptures, as well known and underſtood by 
them; will prove that the Apoſtles and Diſciples | 
of our Lord were intimately acquainted with the 
contents of their bible. There can be no doubt 
that they, as well as Timothy the ſon of a Jeweſs 

by aGentile father, had known and. read the holy 
| ſcriptures from their childhood. They had been 
perpetually in the habit of hearing the ſeriptures 
recited, or read publicly, i in the ſynagogues. 
3 They there received the inſtruction which ſoribes 

; and interpreters were wont to give, in expound- | 

5 „ 


; * 


- * 4 
; . 
"4s 


25 * 0 


* r error, conveyed a great deal „„ 

ruth, and of truth relating to the Me. 
10 "Rab. b here we ought to take into eonſi- 
e of the diffuſed light of 


a it could not fail to 


. 9 7 : 
* 7 2 i 7 
2 * 2 4 : . 
＋ * 


aq 


tur res; wo; — mixed with 


literal r 


deration the-influe! 


* 


len which it is almoſt impoſſible ſhould 5 


ever be extinguiſhed, either by the ſophiſtical 
philoſophizing 
divines. Of the influence of this diffuſed light 
i = reyelation, there is an example in the ſpeech * 
of the woman of Sichar, a Samaritan 3 fänd of 
ls" there are many examples in the incidental | 


errors of rabbis, ſchool- men, or 


e of the Jeus it in the New Teſtament; and 


continue for the ſpace of three years and an 
Hh _ wood e pon We e of Chriſt un- 
7 2 „„ © doubtedly 


5 


135 5 . 7 know Fs Me Ae "nie a which 14 , Clrif: who : | 
- be i come, he will tell us 'all things. John i Iv. a. 


| + * St. John the Baptiſt firlt preached the baptiſm of re. 
; pentance for the remiſſion of ſins, and therein the goſpel of 


Jeſus Chriſt had its beginning. John the Baptiſt began the 


miniſtry of the goſpel in the 15th year of Tiberias, and 


ee in it for three you; and a half; that i 3 be begg! 
5 | it, 


: . 1 
N 


produce ſome effect on the 
winds of thoſe gol men who were W 
i ph called to be the ſollowers of Jeſus Chriſt. © 5 
| We are now to recollect the preparatory mi- 
ry Ach tesching of John the Baptiſt, Which 


a 


: doubtedly 8 fo . W in het „ 
part of the o untry where: John princip 
taught and baptized; and it appears that the: f 
readineſs with which Simon, and his brother 
Andrew, and James, and John, obeyed | the cal! 
tog follow. Chriſt, was in conſequence of the 
Baptiſtꝰs eee e 555 nenn, con- 
5 cenvilpg:; e alto at 5d mide 
_ +, There Was a man ee at this ume | 
"hep the, Meſſiah would ſoon appear and John 
teſtified that he kingdom. of. beaven:was at Bund. ET 
He declared the advent of Meſſiah; that be was 
actually preſent, though he had not publicly: dS; 
ſumed the character: There flandeth one among, 
you, whom ye now not ; 3; but, that be ſoould be 
made manifeſt to Trracl,, therefore am ] come bap-, 
tizing with water. . He pointed to the very, oye. 
ſon of whom he ſpake, Bebold the Lamb of God 
” which taketh away the fin fin. of 1 the world“ The | 


5 W e e ME and tin it til! 
be Feaſt of Tabernacles in the fourth year after. , And then, f 
lohn being caſt into priſon, Chriſt appeared to take it on 
him in perſon, and perſonally carried it on three years and e 
an half more. So that the whole term of Chriſt's miniſtry” ERR 
; | while bene here on earth, a8 executed 'firſt vicariouſly by -. 
: John his forerunner, and afterwards inns braids, | 
le was exaQtly ſeven years.” No tO Prideauzs 
oe See ns i. Wee PANE: the end. 5 
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They bs ee p | 
| hidfdeſeribed'as ; ho Mer Sal Which ka 
| away the fin of the world, would purify the Jews, : 


1 eee M6, in is nteral e 


1 
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þ tis his daft 


| 5 — 175 , 
z BE, dobich Bont have fel 2 2 


g wert Rem Wo Tins Which" Rad 


22 57 
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that a8 ever before ſeen in Irael,” n 
"A re ve Eee” what was the Teal ip igno orance Re 


the Apoltles, when Chriſt called them to follow 


him. It was ignorance of the moſt important 
| medhing of the Scriptures, "of the ritual de- 


ſign of the Law: it Was i ignorane e of the true 
charaQter of the Meſhiah, . of bis 29700 and 
kingdom... But if Chriſt had, choſen bis Di- 
ciples out of the ſanhedrim, if he had elected 
his Apoſtles from their Joſt ages: fork, 


= ; 7 
. won) 88 7 NA 1. A 


- + John 1. 37. 17 1 TW 21. 


60s bse Jupinents and dee 


— 


_— 1 = : & p : they 


4 


. 


9: ». 955 5 
| 3 theſe points, have been as FROG 10 
rant as the CO fiſhermen, It una ignorance _ 


Goſpels and Adds, of any other n bat | 
ſtolic [ aftive, then what, acted Kern Mie 
mon prejudice. It was this prejudioe which 
rendered them ſo dull ol apprebenſion; hea 
| they hear the ſublime de OCtrines ot 1 1 | 
„ Joo, the Baptiſt had done: ſomething 10. 
wards preparing them for the d of Ohrii 
by preaching the baptiſm. of. repentance. ſor dhe ; 
remiſſion of ſins. It hath been noticed before; 


is n nn fog I = 


| that the miniſtry , of John the Baptiſt continued . . 


three years and a half; and, during the ſame 
' ſpace of time, rhich comprebended the whole 
courſe of our Lord's miniſtry in perſon, .the 
Apoſties were under the conſtant tuition ol 
Chriſt bimſelf, and were all this time in train 
5 ing ſor the work whereunto they were called, to 
be fiſhers of men. They enjoyed the advantage 
of our Saviour s public inſtructions; | and he 
expounded his diſcourſes to them by more par- | 
| ticular fiructions 1 in PW Oe them, 


in 


ud bad d carefully prepared their minds 1 
wos perſect knoudedge eee | 


"Es of . 8 . Sai 


1 es begun to ſpeak le lefs'pirebolically, 
do impaft to hem a mote open vevelation of 


an of that mereiful providence which Mien 


too eſtabliſh. But fiill much remained to Nun | - 


b perſe day. Te toll tbem, a very! nile 


ee, when they were vot yet pas 
receive. By this, be evidently ſignified, that 
E they bad not attatned to the degre 
| perfely#; rutted 2 "the kingdom of beaven. 
But he aſſured the 

_ when he would Here them plainly of the Father, 


ze of Scribes 5 


n that the time was at hand, 


1. e. of his will, doctrine, and kingdom. This 
romiſe eee vey his reſutreQion ; when : 


vet. "+ F5 g + 1 - *. "gf . 


4 


2 * « The Dill wer © 75 Chrid, * thay wan | 
« be with him, eye. witneſſes of his works, and ſtudents of 
„ his doctrine. For they did not preſently betake them- a 


( ſelves to preach, from the time they were firſt admit- 
1 5 1. ted Diſeiples; no, nor from the time they were firſt choſen 


Y Apoſtles ; but they fat a long while at the feet of their 


I ds 70 maſter, and ĩmbibed from his mouth * doctrine which 


1 0 on qa Py” 48 „„ Lightfoot, - 


the © 


4 VVA 


ö | | 5 Sun of 1 aroſe, and mind wy 4 
5 them with healing in his beams'*. H "4. 
+ Accompanying two of them to' > ate! 15 1 


dad, Oghrinot/Chrift to-birve' fuer ab ge things, | 


and to enter into his glory? And begiming at 
Mo 9er, and all the Prophets, he expounded unto tbhm 
in all the Scriptures 'the things concernmg himſelf. 
And afterwards, when he came to the eleven and 
others with them, ze ſaid mo them, Theſe are 

| the words which T fpake unto you hie I r 
yet with you, that all things muſt be fulfilled = 
. -vhich were written in ibe Law of Moſes, and in 
dhe Propbets, and in the Pſalms, \ conterhing mt. 
den opened be their undenſtanding, that they mig 
I underſtand the Scriptures, and ſaid unto them, Thus 


it is written, and thus it behoved Chrift 10 figur, 


and to riſe from the dead the third day; and that. 
N repentance and remiſſion of fins ſpould be preached 
in his name among all nations, hegimming at "Jeru- 
ſalem. And ye are witneſſes of theſe things. 
And behold I ſend the promiſe of the" Father 
upon you : but tarry e in W. apo eee * be 
— endued with power from on high.” K 
 - This is no more than a Sue ie of 

our Lord's diſcourſes with his Diſciples. The 
facr ed biſtorian relates en the a 


BE dint lies » Mal. iv. 2. 


pios 


| partir Wenne we the ſubje of" his deatli; . 


the neceſſity of it, and the glorious ſtate of 
l ſbould be introduded in-confe> 


5 of his. eien been diſcourſes 
In doGrines of. Chriſtianity; N their ny 
 Sudices had /bitherto-reridered them incapable 
of receiving-iAnd: St. Luke anfornms:us, that, 
| ne days from his reſiurection, until 


e r, tell and 
55 te diſcharge oſ that office, inſtructions con- 
5 ehren, the Chriſtian diſpenſation, the Chriſtian 
nn the ſtate of the Chriſtian Church, and 
3 40 ie manner of the divine adminiſtration under 


895 


diethe diſpenſation of the Spirit. : 
Me our Lord's aſcenſion, bel * Was 
|  xalte-to the right, band of God, he received of 
| be Father ibe promiſe of the. Holy Ghoſt, and 

| 5 largely ſhed forth this divine gift upon his 
A poſiles : Aud ibey were all filled with the 
[i Eon Holy Ghoſt F. But, what was the effect? Not 


7 
; ” ARs i ii. 33. 8 + Ads ii. 4. . 
| =o 5 % : EET NL 
8. I of Y : 4 the 
i * Br ? - s z 
7 55 Wy | : 


6 wy. 5 
in of a new ee 14 


"ih: ſome "ſuppoſing, / have called it Tun 
CunrsriAY REVZLATTox, imagining that tbe 


82 


Apoſtles were divinely inſpired with the know- 

| ledge of nei truths, eſſentially different from 
the revelation contained in the Law of Moſes 
and the Prophets. This indeed is ſaying, that 


our Saviour's/courſe of inſtruction, viva . | 


had no immediate relation to the ſubject of the 
Apoſtles miniſtry; for, be taught them out of 
the Law of Moſes, and the Prophets, and the 
Plalms, and opened theis. underſtandings to 
underſtand h Scriptures : But now, it ſeems, 
the Holy Ghoſt taught them quite another doc- 
trinc, and opened their underſtanding to ap- 

prehend another and a new revelation. This 

opinion has not the leaſt degree of countenance | 
iin ie holy: ſeriptures: Neither in their preach- 


ing, nor in any of their writings, did the 
Apoſtles and Evangeliſts ever pretend to any | I 


ſuch inſpiration, or to any thing like it. 


There is another opinion, as groundleſs a8 the 5 


former, that the Apoſtles. not only were enlight- 


ened by the immediate and direct inſpiration oy 85 


* Ut Chriſtus Moſis,. ita gene A Chrifti, do. 
nam iliuſfravit; nec quicquam propoſuit ovum,: aut ab alk. | 


alienum, ut liquet ex Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. Joh. xvi. 13, 14. 
Pol. Synop. 
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. tho Spirit of God, 2 the 1 af dine 
_ , =» truths which they had never learned in the ordi- 


a new 


nary way of inſtruction, and which wer 


+ © "revelation; but alſo, That they ſpake and wrote 


theſe truths oraculo uſly, and as much under the 
” immediate influence and conſtraining power of 
tdbe Divine Spirit, as the Prophets of the Old Teſ- 
tament uttered their prophecies, who, compelled 
by a divine and oyer-ruling energy, declared 
what ſometimes they had no mind to utter, and 
what they themſelves did not always perfeQly 
underſtand *. But the very truth of the _ 


5 ſtands in oppoſition to this opinion. 


III any one think to juſtify this opinion, by 1. 


1 leging, from St. Luke, that on the day of Pente 
Ooſt, when the ena were filled with the Holy 


* For . propt cy came "not in 6 time by the will «- 
0 { but boly men of God ; n moved 5 the 1 1 
Qboſt. 2 Pet. * 1 Vt 

Then 1 faid; 1 will not make n mention n bf F kim, 8 nor ſpeak 
any more in. his name. But his word was in mine heart as a 


5 buroing fire ſhut- up in my bones, and Tv was weary of forbear- 


ing, and I could not ſtay. Fer. xx. . 


pe: Of which ſalvation the Prophets have . and ſearched 
. diligently; who propheſied of the grace that ſhould come 


unto you; ſearching what, or what manner of time the Spirit b 
of Chriſt which was in ther 


did ſignify, when it teſlißed be- 
fore hand che ſufferings of Chriſt, and che g FEST that i 
e f 1 Fete i i. 155 oe.” „„ roo 

7 ooo ogg Ghott, 


! 
3 4 
, 1 
3 


| 


. 


. Re 
Shot, they fake as. the il gave. them ulis 
auce; he muſt be told that he has ene 
meaning of the ſacred hiſtorian, What St. Luke 
_ affirms in Ms ii. 4. has no relation to the fab. 
ec o the Apoſtles preaching, but to the means. 
by: which they communicated their doctrine to 
the people. They bega 
| tongues, in languages which. they had never, 
learned, at the Spirit gave them, utterance ;, bo 
: livided this miraculous. power 575 ſpeaking OY 
reign languages. to every one of the Apoties * 
ſeverall ly as the occaſion, required; to ſome a 
power to ſpeak 3 in this or that language, and to. 
other of the Apoſtles in other languages; ſo that 


Parthians, Medes, Elamites, the dwellers. i in 


. Meſopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Afia, 
Phrygia, Pamphilia, Egypt, and in the parts of 
| Libya about Cyrene, and ſtrangers of N 
Jews and Proſel lytes, C Cretes and Arabians, heard 
theſe Apoſiles, who. were Galileans, . ſpeak. in 
their own. e the wonderful Rats Of | 
God. 
5 And that the utterance; which the Holy Ghoſt 
gave the Apoſtles relates to the languages i in 
which they ſpake, and not to any new revelation 
buy direct and immediate inſpiration, appears in 
the ſample which St. * has given of their 
d nl. ann 


to f. ſpeak with other, 


* 


1 


tt i Uk dpplicatoh'of the Old Te 
Sie d beg events Which had recently bappen- 
ae, and which the Apoſtles faithfully de dated 
upon this vecafion.” And, in this ſermon of st. 
Peter, there is not the ſhadow of a new reyela- 
; tion; ; but firtip ya teſtimony of the accompliſh- 
ment of th old revelation delivered by the Spirit 
_ of ßrophecy. And always after this, both in 
wy theirpreaching and their "writings, the Apoſtles 
5 e, and wrote” juſt as other men learned in 
' the 'Seriptares, re rea: ning out of them, and prov= 
ing their doctrines by authority of the written 
Word. They never appealed to thoſe miracles 
. which oceafionially' they were enabled to work, 
| t6/induce'#' bellef that the Holy Ghoſt uſed the 5 
| ofyatib'of their ſpeech to utter oracular dictate . 
of immediate repelation. Miracles were evi] Z 
Tr of the veracity of the Apoſtles, to con- 
firm" their teſtimony, when they declared the 5 
truth of facts which had fallen under their obſer. 
- vation. But they appealed ſolely to the written 
: word, or the truth of thoſe doArines which they, 
WEE connected with theſe facts. N py ; 
Oe, "They: were choſen to be witneſſes for Chriſt ; 1 
3 [hoy fy the exiſtence of ſuch a perſon, what he 
eee taught, 
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- ſhould make theſe things, as facts, more true 
and certain to the Apoſtles than the ners 


Joy _ underſtanding of the importance c of theſe facts; 8 


Wes the end of the Law and the ſubject of Pro- 


* * 19 


dh, 0 wha 555 tied; z that ths beapd ah” Ne 
ſick, the paralytic, the lunatic, the leprous, . 
blind, lame, deaf, dumb; that he caſt out devils, 
and raiſed the dead; and that he wrought theſe 
cures miraculouſly, by the authority and power 
of his word. They were to be witneſſes of the ZN 
reception he met with, his treatment, the per-. ö 

_ cutions he endured, his crucifixion, his death, 

© his reſurrection, and his aſcenſion. Now, there 
was no need of a ſpecial revelation, nor of any 
inſpiration, to enlighten them with a more bn 
eee ol theſe facts, as facts; for it is im- 
poſſible that any direct revelation, or inſpiration, | | 


their own ſenſes. They were eye-witneſſes of 
| every one of them. But it was neceſſary that 
their minds ſhould be illumined with a perfect 


Which implies a clear apprebenſion that Chriſt . 5 1 


5 pheey; and, that theſe things, every one of ; 1 
which the Apoſtles witneſſed, were written of _ 
him. Without this reference to the revelation 
| of God in the Old Teſtament, to the ſpiritual SE 3 
meaning of the Law, and to the various predic 
tive teſtimonies of all the Prophets, theſe facts, 
however wonderful or miraculous, would have 
e , a nd 


4 8 Fg 
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en bs importance, Ps of denen in -them, to 
prove that Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth was the Son 
of God, the true Meſſiah. It was therefore „ 
eue —not that the Apoftles ſhould learn to 
conſtrue = words of ſeripture in the literal 5 
 ſenſe—not that they ſhould commit them to me- Fo, Ps 
and be ready in quoting them ; for this 
| bas had learned already, before our; Saviour 
| = called them to follow him but it was neceſſaryß 
ny . 5 5 . that the veil of prejudice, which had obſcured 
the moſt important meaning of the ſcriptures, in 
relation to the kingdom of Meffiab, ſhould be . 
done away; and that they ſhould be able to 
give the ſenſe of the ſcriptures, and prove out of 
them the truth of the character of Chriſt, by ap- 
| rhing the prophecies, and what Moſes had ty- 
. pically written or expreſsly ſaid of him, to the 
facts of which they, the Apoſiles, were compe-\ : 
tent and unexceptionable witneſſes. OO 
Foy far, or in what degree, the deſcent of the 
Hoy Ghoſt, on the. day of Pentecoſt, and the 
. gift of tongues, with the circumſtances attend- _ 
8 ing it, miglit operate: upon the minds of be . 
ls . without ſuppoſing any direct or imme- 
diate inſpiration, f is not poſſible to be . e 
ed. But this is an acknowledged principle, * 8 
we are not to ſuppoſe a direct of immediate in- 
| terpoſition. bf. divine e in any: caſe whateyer, 
/Z Where 


- 


- - where there are means or . cauſes . 


f 


Rn, 


3 


ficient to account ſor any effect. Ang this we 
| know, when there are materials of a. ſubject trea - 


ſured up in the mind, not yet perfectly __ z | 


* hdd; in all its relations and importance, a 
very trifle (in itſelf a trifle, but } in this caſe very 


important) ſhall oſten at once arrange thoſe ma- . 5 


terials, and perfect them; ſhall reduce our im- 


perfect views into a complete ſyſtem, and illu⸗ Ky . 


mine the mind with a clear apprehenſion of the 
importance and glory of that ſubject, and l the 
heart with lively ERIN e with % 
nature . © 05 
Let the reader contemplate the Hy Of 
0 preaching of John the Baptiſt, to counteract 
the prejudice of the Jews; that his preaching 
the baptiſm of repentance for the remiſſion of 
ſins, and directing the people to believe on him 
that ſhould come aſter him, i. e. on on Chriſt 
Jeſus, implied the inſufficiency of the works of 
the Law to purify them from moral defilement, - 
and juſtify. them in the fight of God : and, think: 
not 10 ſay within yourſeboes, We have Abraham. 
10 our father ; for T fay unto you, that God. is. 


"able of theſe tones to raiſe up 


uno Abrabam Let him conſider that both 
John and our Saviour ſpake of the kingdom of 


e gies kingdom of God, the . 1 
| C2 384.045 


wy k N * 4 
* „ ' » * * 
- n þ 
F 5 5 
19 e 


(ſpiritual) ehilaren © 5 


. ne 
PT 


77 80 


- * 1 * : SE” l p * « p : + R "2 
a * 2 4 ery 2 22 - — 485 5 8 - — 1 1 . 3 ” , 4 
7, * 0 , 8 > . % 4 : 5 : OY 
4 ; N 5 5 8 b - : 7 q " K's 
. i 2 A py +, S * - . * 
* k . * 4 x 7 * ? * 
2 . . 7 , FR $ + W. 3 > — 
22 © 4 s * "IL. 1 5 ( N > Sage — * 
e ; 5 
0 Ec Y 5 7 * bern ” 
. 1 e : 4 6, . * 
i * 8 A. * * L 3 ? x 1 & > * 
" . # 3 9 7 4 w * 5 . : 
-Þ Ex 2 5 CEE * 77 19 I | 77 
- 3 A « ” * * o 4, F 
. * * 1 
LS 
8 : 
* 


ebe as ——— ou with the hee of | 
Meſfah 4 and that they always ſpake of wy : N 
kiogdom as perfectly diſtinct from that external 


ſtate of things which is meant by the Theocracy, 5 1 


and which was eſtabliſhed by the law of Moſes 


© The kingdom. of Oud cometh not with obſervation, 7 
with any outward form; but is wil hin you; a ſpi- 
ritual kingdom in the underſtanding and hearts 
of men: My lig dom 4s not of ibis world: ” 
| hour cometh when e 2 ſball neither 1 in this mountain, ; 


" Gerizim, nor yet ul Jeruſalem, worſhip the Fa- 
iber: but the hour cometh, and now is, when the . 


true worſbippers ſhall worſhip the Kather in ſpirit SD 


0 in truth ; for the Father ſeeketh Juch to Wwor- > J 


© foip him : God is a fpirit, and they that worſhip 1 85 
1 mut -worſbip him in : ſpirit and in truth —Let 


the reader conſider our Lord's ſermon. on the N : 


mount; his conference with Nicodemus, at 
which moſt probably the ditciples were preſent ; | 
his diſcourſe with the Jews, recorded i in thefifth 
== of St. Jobn; his diſcourſe at another 
time, recorded in the ſixth chapter; his parable | 
ol the good ſhepherd in the tenth chapter, with Tu 
the ſubſequent comment; his prediction of his 
on death, John xii. 24. and of the conſequent | | 
fruit; the inſtitution of the ſacrament at bis laſt 
aer with its dec] ared reference. to. the doe- : d | 
85 of #tavement TT the puny ſacrifice 15 
a . 
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ES of bing 50 to the new covenant in this blood: 1 
Allet the reader conſider the tenor of our Lord's 1 . 

farewell diſcourſe with his diſciples, and particu- 5 „ 

larly the parable of the vine, and bis prayer in 5 1 
„ chapter.—Let the reader' reflect 


that all which is recorded by the four Legen 


is but a very ſmall part of the inſtruction Which 
the Apoſiles received ſrom his mouth 3 and then 
let him conſider the: impreſſion which the reſur⸗- 


rection of Chriſt would make upon their minds, 
taken in connection with all that he had taught ʒ— 
dem befote he ſuffered.— Let him gonfider .be 
5 ſubjects on which he diſcoutſed after his reſur 2 5 955 


* 


reQiop, and that for the ſpace of forty days ve 


vas ſpeaking to them of the kingdom of God. 
Let him conſider the folemn ordination of te 
ay Apoſtles to their office, and the particular in- 
ſtructions concerning the doctrines they ſhould 
pPfreach, and the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt to 8 
. qualify them for-the work of the miniſtry.—Let DES 


m conſider the manner in Which this promiſe Ip 


| 5 was fulfilled ; be found from heaven, as of a might 7 


5 » ruſhing. wind, Ning all. the bouſe. where. they 
„ afſentbled ; ; indicating. the interpoſition of 


1 divine power, and the wonderful effecls to be | 
1 8 produced under the diſpenſation of the Spirit, 


in a purifying the church, and filling the whole _ '> 


1 2 whererer the 8 thould' come. wth. 
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ef the Apoſtles, expreſſing the means, and the 


3: » lively energy of the means, by which thoſe effects 
- ſhould be produced.Let bim reflect that the . 
Yang not conſider the gift of the Holy 5 
"Ghoſt, and bis miraculous operations, merely as 
a power enabling them to execute all that Chriſt 
* Had commanded, : but as a feal confirming all . 


* had told and promiſed them, and as a 
He from the Almighty. Father of the eternal 
inberitance. Let him revolve all theſe 8 
In bis mind; and then let him object, if he can, 


that the Apoſtles were unlearned, that is, unin- 
firucted and ignorant men, mere tools or in- 


554 , 


Akruments of 2 ſuperior] power, ſpeaking! the i I -- 


reſiſtible dictates of inſpiration; or let him objet 
the unreaſonableneſs of the ſuppoſition, that the 
e evangelica. in the Apoſtles. might 
have been completed by the event on the day of 
Pentecoſt; and that the gift: of the Holy Ghoſt, | 
with the circumfiances attending i it, might have 
been means, or ſecondary: cauſes, to teach tbem 


| 99 5 0 Fi all things, byrbringing all things 10 their remem- 
„ . brance whatever Chrift had told them, and _ 
them into all the truth, that is, into a perfect 
„ underſtanding of the ultimate deſign of the Old 
* a inet . and into a comprehen- | 
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eb view of the 1 . & Prodi- , © nth 
dene, ſo far as was e to the W N e 


ce of their miſſion. 


Dur Saviour had aſſured he Apoltles, before : 
3" ſuffered,” that the Holy Ghoſt would teach 


_ them ll things, and bring all things to their re- 
| menbrane, whatever he bimſelf bad told them; 


and that he would guide them into all trutb. 
But reaching, bringing 1 to remembrance, and guid- , | 

ing, are very different from | imparting know- a 
- ledge, « or truth, by direct inſpiration, or imme - 


diate revelation. The former Chriſt promiſed : 


"the latter he never intimated, | And therefore by 


it ſeems a mere preſumption, in thoſe who .affert 
that the Apoſtles were favoured with a degree. 
of inſpiration, or revelation, which-will juſtify |. 
their being called Taz IxsP1RED AvosTLEs, 


I : in the ſenſe 1 in which they have been ſo called. 


Even on the day of Pentecoſt, when they | 


5 7 were filled with the Holy Ghoſt, they were not 


perſectly enlightened; but only ſo far as was 
ſufficient to their preaching the goſpel of the 
| circumeiſion, or ſo far. as concerned . the Jews . 
N © Peter 5 viſion e at : Joppa, and what fol- 

| 5 lowed 


** . * 


* The Fabien Medes . bee. to Ar the 
Apalited preached on the day of Pentecoſt, were Iſraelites, 
or Jews of the e diſperſion Jews born in Parthia, Medis, 

Koa NS e "os. 
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9 © 24 * EO ee 
l thereupon ; the -aſton iſhment, qi | 


2 thoſe Jews who accompanied Peter and 
by the Apoſtles and brethren, ＋ in Jaralllem, 


oh Peter related unto them his miſſion mo” 
5 1 C rnelius ; and what happened at Antioch, as, ; 
. related by St. Paul in bis Epiſſle to the Gala- 


tians u plainly prove that the Apoftles were not 
to far enlightened, on the day of Pentecoſt, as 
to be able to comprehend the full extent of = 
that merciful es 100 of which, 9 0 55 | 


? 


the appointed thiniſters. 1 5 gs 


| Ferka, all of ow of or cine; ry 40 faith 5 * | 
text, there were ſojourning at - Jeruſalem Fews of every 


ue, . This too is confirmed by St. Peter's ſpeech, 4 5 : 5 
a men of Hfrucl hear theſe words.” Again, « The promiſe 


«. is made wnto you. and your children; who could be no 
other than Jews, or Iſraelites, of the ſeed of Abraham. 
ren. we find that of theſe, Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 
6. there were added to the Church at that time, by St. 
ah ſermon, 3000 fouls: but it is certain that Cornelius 
was the firſt Gentile converted to the faith; therefore thoſe 
converted on the day of Pentecoſt were not Gentiles. And 


l it be ſaid they were proſelytes of theſe nations, aad there- 2” 


| fore called Jews ; I ſay, Not ſo neither ; becauſe. proſelytes 
are by name rehearſed among taem, when it is faid of thoſe _ | 
Roman Advwenhæ they were Fows and Profelytes ; ergo, the reſt ; 

were Jo's by race, and not by religion bh. 
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55 Wy B FOR 
{Ab if any, one wander: at this, confidering IN 
that Chriſt had told his Apoſtles, previouſly to 
5 his aſcenſion, that they were to be his witneſſes £ 
in all the world, to preach the goſpel. to every = 
. creature, and to preach repentance and remiſſion . 
ol ſins, in his name, among all nations; let him 
rreſled ho eaſily their prejudices might con- 
nne the meaning of theſe; terms, all the world, 
| ; to every part of the holy land, and every rrea- 
ture among all nations, to the diſperſed Jews 
and Jewiſh ads thees in mathe 4 oy of the Ro- 5 


F 


man empire. > LOI 


tber may GRE 11 this sg of the ; 
15 ful extent of the merciful diſpenſation of Pro- 


vidence, conſidering that the calling of the 0 


. Gentiles, to the fellowſhip- of the goſpel, was 
5 plainly revealed: in the Old Teſtament prophe- 
cies; perhaps! more plainly than the redemption | 
of them that weretnder the Law, that is, of the 
5 Jews, to the adoption of ſons * But the pre- 
Judice concerning the temporal glory of the 
1 kingdom of Iſrael under the adminiſtration ar 
the Meffiah, bad perverted: the meaning of 
__* thoſe prophecies ; and this accounts bra their | 


nor in this particular. 


I ̃ÿbe calling and ſalvation of the Gentiles was „ 
„ an 18 part of the revelation. of God, 


＋ 


? * Sal. iv. Is 93 55 


though EY 
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„ | though n no 1 of hs: ines 6 the eircume . 
ſion; ; and, without appearance of t unreaſonable 5 
1 i partiality to ourſelves, we may ſay, It was e 
wt " moſt important part of revelation, as it involved 
the ſalvation of millions and millions of people, . 
3 5 great multitude, which no man can number, W 5 
„ al nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues. - 1] ; 
HS © And, to be ignorant of this! not to underſtand 
"the extent of their commiſſion to go into all 
. de world to preach the goſpel to every crea _ 
. ture! this is uttorly inconſiſtent with the idea 
3 a 1 ol the plenary inſpiration of the Apoſtles on 5 . 
| the day of Pentecoſt. They were, however, „ 
Fe enlightened, by the previous in- 
ſtructions gf their maſter, to preach to the 
Jews. And, afterwards, they were led into 5 
the Loowledge of the myſtery of Chriſt, as St. 
Paul called it *, by external means of informa- 
 _ tion} and not by. internal illumination of the. 
| == Spirit merely. The means, indeed, were ex, 
336 traordinary : the appearance of an angel to Cor- | 
ghelius was extraordinary: the viſion, or trance, 
1 Peter, at Joppa, was extraordinary: the 
3 : intimation of the Spirit,” bidding Peter accom- 
| pany the meſſengers of Cornelius without heſi- 5 


tation, was. extraordinary : the deſcent of the 

2 Ho Ghoſt upon Cornelius' and bis ompany, 
55% * Erber it. 4. 5 | . 
5 F | | 


: 1 


„ 1 27 CE rg | 
| re hes gpenitioiny: was: extra · . 
e ee was ſo in the opinion of St. Peter 5 
and his aſſociates, becauſe it was the firſt in⸗ 


e TY ; 0 | 


dance of the Holy Ghoſt being poured out 
entiles, an event of which the Apoſtles 
not the leaſt degree of expectation. Theſe 
were the means by which the Holy Ghoſt 
the Apoſtles into. the knowledge of this impor- 8 
tant truth, That God had adopted the Gentiles, 
and elected them to be fe/low-berrs, and of: abe 5 
2 Body with the Jews, and -pariakers of ibis 
promiſe in Chriſt by the: goſper x. But there is 


. 


9232 in all this which looks like an imme- : + 


diate inſpiration; of the Apoſtles, or the en- 
3 them by a direct revelation from 
heaven without means of inſtruction. And if 
the Holy Ghoſt led them into all the truth of 


| this great myſtery, end taught them the full 


extent of their commiſſion, and brought to their 4 


5 remembrunce what Chriſt had ſaid unto them, = 


by ſubordinate means, without immediate in- 
ſpiration, why are we to ſuppoſe, what is never 


aſſerted in the feriptures, that the Apoſtles were 


enlightened by immediate dame on "the | 
day of Pentecoſt? | 


But, whether. it were why direct ted lie " 5 
ae or 195 the teaching of ear; divine En 


DR . iii. 6. | | 
e walter, 
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V 1 3 ree 1 a W is: ber- - Fas 5 
"is the ae were ſufficiently qualified. =_ 
= 5 the work of the miniſtry: they were ſufficient» 
1 N * capable of -propagating truth, and incspablte 
= „ . of) deceiving mankind by propagating m Wo. 

bud. Knowing no other language than tue 


ES 


; . Z 1 "Ganlifean: dialect of the Hebrew tongue, the : 
3 9 : Holy Ghoſt im arted to them the miraculous 
5 n of ſpeakiog in the various languages of 


the nations, They were enabled to foreſee | 

and predict future events, ſo far as was necef- 

ary: to. the: ſettling Chriſtian ſocieties in all. 85 
5 e of the world. They had a power to 

. 5 work miracles occz caſionally, to attract the atten- 8 

ion ͤof mankind, and to confirm their evidenee. 5 1 

But, the moſt important qualification, towhich 

_ thoſe, miraculous gifts of the Spirit were no, 

more than ſubordinate means, was the gift o 

Prophecy, which depends as much upon means 

of inflruftion as upon the enlightening. and 


A quickening influence of the Divine Spirit. Pro- 
* conſiſts in an ability to declare the mind 
15 and will of God, eſpecially in the e IE 


of the ſcriptures. This is the prime. ſenſe and 
MOORE + 55 the word e Big; and . 
CCC © Apoliles | Cos | 
F * Prime "eſe; "TAME to 5 125 God, to declare . 55 
1 5 "mind. and Es en. + implying the means Fin which the 
5 | : ; a | mind ö 5 


. \ 
— . 2 ag > * 7 * W 
. p PY F 
ef , 2 ö | - 
3 s 
| 5 Fa 7 7 - 
8 8 . 
| / * — - 
* 5 - > 
% 3's | 
* 5 8 * 1 


1 4 


« 5 


> WER 3 . 2 9 ſ * 
4 * 


„ 


e coleſſed this gift df 3 „ 


moſt eminent degree. From the time that our 


Sai dur breathed on them, and ſaid, Receive ye TY 


the Holy Ghoſt, they were. delivered from that 


| prejudice of their education, which had ob. : 


_ ſtructed the right underſtanding of the _” 
_ tures in relation to the nature of Meſſiah's 


kingdom. No longer did the words and ae 


tions of Chriſt ares dou ant 
to them. The ſcriptutes- were no longer as a 
ſealed book; for, at the time when he breathed 


on them, he opened: their undetſtanding to un- 15 


derſtand the ſeri ptures — not miraculouſſy, but 
"+ ng 'out 70 a N e ee 


| *\ 
mie and will of God 4 FER 3 to him aa” 
propheſieth; ; and whether the ſubject relate to any thing 


paſt, preſent, or future: and therefore the character of a2 | 


able belongs as properly to an interpreter of the ſcriptures, | 


as to him that predicts future events; and more ſo, the one 95 


being the extraordinary. method - of propheſying, the other 
being the uſual and permanent character. 80 Chryſoſtom, 


xt ; IN 0 py; epi eg, A 78 Oss, A prophet i is no 


« more but an-interpreter, but that of God. In which ſenſe, 
« asChrift's prophetic office conſiſted i in revealing the will of 
. God to the world; ſo all that have i in any degree done the 


4 like are ſtyled prophets, all that have taught men their 
2 duties towards God and men. —It e to expound or 
78 "IE enptoret, „ . 
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4 30 7 3 
the ee the fiptuies 65 which i. 5 2 
A "| plas that his death, ſo far from obſiracting 5 


8 the eſtabliſhment of His Kingdom, 28 they bad 
ſeared, would be the very ground of its eſla⸗ . 
|  bliſhment. And, on the day of Pentecoſt; and 
ll.  - thence: forward, the Holy Ghoſt" took of be 
6 things of Chriſt, what he had told them, his * 
daoctrines and precepts, and what. was written 
C of him in the Law of Moſes and in the Prophets, i 
TP and illuftrated them, ſhewed them in all their 
5 | importance and glory to the Apoſiles: ſo that 5 | 
they were filled, in the knowledge of God's 
ttruth, with zeal and courage which nothing „ 
| __ ES . could. daunt, and with a ſpirit of meekneſs 5 
|. __ _ and. charity congenial. with the heavenly 1 15 5 
trine which they were to preach. N . 
1 This divine influence,” this energetic | im- Th 
Ws preſſion of the truth, upon the minds and 5 
5 hearts of the Apoſtles, ſeems to have been the 
ex te only inſpiration which they experienced. on the 
day of Pentecoft, excepting the gift of tongues.” 7 
5 Hh The effect was much like that of the Pſalmiſt, 
5 Pl. XXkix, 3. While 1 was nufing the fre burned; © 
> and T.ſpale with my tongue : or, like that ß 
the prophet Jeremiah, chap. xx. 9. His word „ 
„ 8 i in mine beard . as 4 burning fire ſhut up in 3 
1 5 : 5 5 my Bones, and I Was OO with 8 and 15 Pe 
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There are 1 ee of the! Sp in- gn” ; 


1 occaſionally exerted: Ads! iv. 8.“ Then 


Peter, filled with the Holy Ghoft, ſaid unto them, 


&. meaning that impreſſion of the Divine Spi- 
rit, producing perſect conſciouſneſs of right, 


and a lively apprehenſion of the importance of 


the cauſe in which he was engaged, which freed - 
him from all embarraſſment, and excited bim to 
teſtify of Chriſt, without fear of perſonal danger, 


- and with ardent zeal. for his maſter's honour, Fj 


And when Peter and Jobn were diſmiſſed, they 


went to their own company, and reported all 
that the chief prieſts and elders had ſaid unto - 


them: and the whole company liſt up their 1 


; voice with one accord, requeſting the divine 
aſſiſtanck, ver. 29. And now, Lord, behold 


. their threatenings; and grant unto thy ſer- 


5 6 vants, that wish all boldneſs they may Jpeak thy 


* Ghoſt, and they /pake the word of God with _ 
N bolaneſs * which does not imply any thing - 
| like an immediate inſpiration of unknown truth, 
but the lively impreſſion of the importance of 
truth already known,. animating the miniſters of 
God to. ſpeak his word with fervent zeal, with 
readineſs and power, either to the conviction 
or to thy nabe of wen that d it. And 


. — 1 


Y 1 


- 56 word. And, ver. 31, their prayer was an- Fo. 
. © ſwered; for © they were all filled with the Holy 


— 


5 1 what Chriſt bed Sek 4 
a6. 8 5 91 give you a rs and wiſdom, freedom and 
12h 7 boldneſs off ſpeech ſuited to the occaſion, 1 
EL =  wobich- all your adverſaries ſhall not: be able 2 TO 
j Ha 5 17 1 nor reit. And there was nothing more 2 
chis, unleſs perbaps we except the degree 1 

"Hh - the impreſſion, than what Chriſtian miniſters, 
ind or wn Chriflan people, do now frequently expe- = 

= - rience: when occaſions and circumſtances be- . 
: 7 dee means, under the influence of the Divine 
f f Ane to quicken their apprehenſions of thoſe „ 
He 1 5 truth which are already known, and to fill them „ 
HE 5 5 le ' with ſuitable ſentiments and affectionss. 
i 5 „ 118 This review of the hiſtory « of the Apples We” 
OP. & : wer education Tearning, and inſpiration, Will, 
| 


IT (RET be is hoped, convince the reader, that every one 
. dh would undertake the office of a public _ 

'$ EM Fo 285 her. of God's word, ſhould firſt of all be 
| well fatisfied that he is furniſhed with ſufficient = 
* abilities. To undertake to ſteer the ſacred . 

| 3 . Bo in which hundreds and thouſands, with their „ 
| Ws 2 . 0 eternal intereſts, are embarked ; to undertake | 5 
bk: Ml. this charge, without- underſtanding the- art of 

; - 5 | 1 - navigation, without 2 chart, OE. compaſs, on : 
b bicb is the fame'thing, without underſtanding - 

=” = the uſe of either; to undertake the c cure of 

| - fouls, without any profeſſional abilities ;—to af- 

Tame the one of * and et the 


=, 


£ 5 


5 ** / 8228 a * f 
1 3 


3 word of, God, yithout, 5 ever once read. 


5 


"IT 


te Bible through in all their lives; without. x 

learning enough to give the analyſis of any o¹jỹ̃ 

boox in the, Bible, or of one chapter; without 1 
having ever ſtudied a ſingle text with its con- = 

N 1 even: the meening; of the words: and ; 


| he pint with his own "Hledd 51 then let I 
them periſh. for lack of go GM * through 
the incapacity of their paſtor, bis ignorance and 5 
. to undertake the moſt impor- : 
tant and moſt difficult of all ſervices, which has 4 
oſten made the beſt qualified to fear, and SS 
tremble + to undertake this ſervice, as. raw 
and. ignorant of theological learning, as they, 
were When creeping through the third or ; 
bourth form at ſchool — Ibis, THIS, of all the 
preſumptions, of which the dolly; and  wickedyeſs 
of mankind have ever been guilty, ſeems. to be 
the GREATEST 11] | ee; 15 * 
Idere is one frourity for thoſe — LES are in- th % 


* 


1 « ſufficient, and that is, nor. to undertake 0 SY 


17 difficult an office at all 1 my Judgment, > 


755 * though. a man be. entreated, and importuped 1 ö AE 


c eyer ſo much, he Kh not to regard. that a= 


* Hoſes iv. 6. > Þ 5 TS "Fx; 
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. b matter nu fit oa to'tfearct Ai. 
, "Ons into himſelf; and not to yield . 
N preſſing importunities, till- te hath well” 
„„ * weighed and conſidered his own abilities. 
Wil a man undertake” to build, who is no 
architect? or, will any ode attempt to cure 
ck perſons, who hath no manner of ſkill or * 
* . in hyfic ? or, though fach a one 
*< ſhould be 4513 importuned, would he not 
4 poſitively perlt in his refuſal, and not be 
* aſhamed to owu his ignorance ? And ſhall | 
* not Ze much rather diligently conſider and 
15 4 examine himſelf, to whom the care of 0 many 
„ fouls i is to be entruſted ? or, ſhall he preſume, 
* though ignorant and unſkilful, to execute this 
e facred function, becauſe one man 2 1 5 
4 commands him, another conſtrains him, or 
* left he ſhould offend and diſoblige a third“? 
But is not this the ready way to caſt both | 
_& himſelf; and them too, headlong into deftrac- 
5 * tion? He might poffibly have faved bimſelf, - 
. had he continued as he was, that is, in his 
< private flation ; but now he draws others along _- 
c with him into ruin. For, from whence is 
« there room to hope for ſafety, or to expect 
< pardon? In ſuch a caſe as this, who wilt 
8 þ « deprecate our puniſhment, or entreat for us? 
RE — mages 1 
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& vill undertake to 


0 2 F "*- 
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40e till the ground, nor the mariner to con- 
duct an army, though you threaten! their re- 


i fuſal ever ib ſeverely ? ls it not plainly this; 


* becauſe they foreſee the dangerous conſe - 

_ | , F:quonees which; in ſuch caſes, would attend SED 
their unſkilfulnefs ? But what! ſhall we in RR 
_  ® theſe leſſer things, where th . 


e damage is ſo 
* ſmall in compariſon, uſe ſo great caution, and 


E wboldly reſiſt all compulſion 3 and yet, in the 
2 buſineſs of the prieſthood, where eternal 


| « puniſhment attends men s unſkilfulneſs, ſhall 
* we. raſhly run into ſo great danger, and 


9. caution, in things ſpiritual, than in things 


temporal; and yet, here, they are commonly 
feen to uſe leſs: For, give me leave to aſk, ' 
1 0 * Suppoſe, upon an opinion of ſuch a ones 


a good architect, we ſend for him to 


> * undenals a piece of work, and he, in obe- 
73 08 dience to us, undertakes it, though he be 


| 5 none; if, when he comes to diſpoſe of thoſe 
25 * materials that are ready for-the building, he 
. 88 2 . 1 


9 ike,” or — et the bene 5 
ot a ſhip; nor the ſoldier 


E then pretend to ſhelter ourſelves under the | 
3 a 0 entreaties of others? Certainly this OS 
will never paſs with him that judgeth us. 
& For no doubt but men ought to uſe greater 


PP ⁵˙ . ² rr SINN ——— 


0 ſuch v 


£ a 4 # 


9 4% we think that that 


en ber lis excuſe” to r That 


+ 2. "ene not to this undertaking of his own 


e accord, but was drawn to ĩt by the importunity 
1 IN «of others? It is certain it will not; nor is there 

* any reaſon it ſhould, becauſe it was his part 
to haye ſhunned theſe. EO) and ne: ow 


Ts 15 from them. 


But what }- halt 1 0 e away -with 
e materials as wood and ſtone, not be 

able te avoid puniſhment; and ſhaft that 
e ſpiritual builder, "who is negligent 
„ charge, and loſes thoſe ſouls committed to 
him, think to eſeape. by ſkreening himſelf 
under the preſſing er 
1 altogether abſurd is this? Not to mention, 
hat no man can be compelled to this againſt 

his will. But, ſuppoſing this, that great 
455 compulfion and many artful ſtratagems were 
8 practiſed to draw a man into the ſnare, do 
ould fecure him from 
puniſhment! > For God's ſake; let us not thus 


= jon groſsly deceive ourſelves, nor pretend i igno- 


C2 Tance of that which even children cannot 


e hut know. For, in truth, when we come to 
« give an aceount at the laſt day, this pretended 
| ore nee "will Rand us in no ſtead but our 
r real 


wg 


ofichis 


aties of others? How 


* 


"e's 37 1 Yi 1 5 


7 ance of God upon our guilty heads. 


Thus argued Ch offom * againſt the intruſion 
| of eee ſous into the OE office. | 
1 And, 


4 


925 N Soy tha wide; ſhall, have the Gonna of a 


1 Madep Divine on the ſame ſubject. In moſt ſecular con- 
4 cerns, in the polite profeſſions of law and. medicine, and 


& even in trade, men are compelled to become maſters of their 


= buſineſs, before they, can practiſe either with ſafety or 
* ſucceſs, Their profeſſion. is the object of their lives and 


of their labours. But the ſacred profeſſion, it ſhould ſeem, 
„is compatible with all ſtat ions, accommodate- to all em- 


| 5 * ployments, and congenial with all diſpoſitions. It may be 


« exerciſed by the prince or by the ſubject, by the doctor or 
« by the drawer, by the ſanguine or by the ſaturnĩne, by the 
I learned or by the unlearned, by thoſe who are maſters. of 
9 6 n wee, and thoſe who know not even their own. 


In days of yore, when the Primitive Fathers were ſuper- ; 


ö « lens enough to deem the paſtoral function of ſome 
| 44 conſequence, its importance, its duties, its difficulties, 


5 « were. dwelt upon, were held out to public view, in terms 
2 of force, perhaps of exaggeration. | However, this opi- | 
nion was them in general requeſt with the ſerious, and 
0 I made a pretty general impreſſion. . The candidates Nhe 
e had acquired a proper ſenſe of this office, never offered | 


We” themſelyes till after many arducus trials of their ſuffi- 


7 6 ciency. Their novitiate was long, laborious, and fa. 1 


* tiguing. One of the moſt eloquent of all the Fa | 


40 after his character and Ae were well eſtabliſhed, and 5 
he was ſummoned by the. public voice. to, undertake the. 


| 5 * Apoſtolate, impreſſed with an awful idea of his own ima- 
L D 3 . ; . 


n 
us Wen confuſion, and draw down the venge- Ju 
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15 A i gere 1 Ae the 3 weight of ihe ns. 
1 We to be ſupported by bim, ſeceded, for a ſeaſon, | from the 


. ... . He a> _ 
J - # 
# > 


9 in the minds of modern derks; and now, no 
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* g > A 5 * 
a +33 - RT 2} 
{ : n 


0 # 00 93 85 
0 e jroteies of being qualifſes: oy the 
niniſtry by the inſpiration of the | 


« preſence, and eluded the- moſt diligent enquiries, of his 


| 1 friends. But the caſe, it appears, is now far other. No 


fits 2 reluctance, none is backward to urge hie 


Fe u pretetiſions, to the evanyelic. miſſion. No ſtudent fecedes = 


ett during the Ember Weeks; no undergraduate ſhrinks from 


ALuibe impoſition of bands. Even the higheſt diſtinQiong 


and moſt arduous offices of their order raiſe yy On 


« „doctor trembles at the offer of the mitre and the lawn. © 
"Fe Reſpecting our preparatory qualifications too, we AY 
. e indifferent. Theſe are diſcovered to be a work & 


1 ſopererogation. They were formerly demanded as a prior, 


6. they are gow. not ſeldom made à poſterior condition. 
« "The operoſe and conſcientious ſyſtems of Chryfoftom and 
. of Burnet are demoliſhed, or exploded. The reluctant 
© ſcrupulolity of a &. Bei, with the ſublime theory of 
. Gregory Nazianzen, are divided and done away. The 
1 learned. dreams of theſe pious viſionaries are rejefted, 5 
6 | with. all the faſtidious diſdain of faſhionable refinement. 


. Academic diſcipline or graduation, formerly, firſt” fitted 5 


ih Hudent for bis future gffice'; but this order of things 


| j L ig now, oſtentimes, with admirable dexterity reverſed. 


« The ſtudent i is firſt and freely made a divine, and promilſey 
«yg qualify afterwards. Make him a deacon, and he en- 
« edge to become a theologian ; ; induct him to a valuable 
5 incumbency, and he will i in tine turn: out an wn nM 
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Ts ö by diligent ſtudy and eee had been known Et 
in his time, he would probably have mentioned 
1 it i in his book. De ſacerdotio. He has indeed | 


woe, Baxil oppoſed: to it the example of St. 


e iy ſpeech.” Chryſoſtom ©: 


introduced an objection bordering upon this 
pretence; for, when he had. infiſted on the 
importance of eloquenee to a ſucceſsful. diſ- 
os charge of the. miniſterial function, and recom- 
mended a careful: ſtudy of #he art of . ſpeaking 


Fake „ who,” ſaid he, neither ſtudied to 
= t© obtain. this art, nor diſſembled his want of it, 
« and confeſſed-that he was rude on unſhilfal 
lied, This is 
*that very thing which bath. . many, by 
e rendering them more negligent and remiſs in 
4 their application to the ſtudy of the true 
Ro doctrige. For, not being able to reach the 
e depth of St. Paul's meaning, nor. underſtand 
the ſenſe of thoſe words, they have, as it were, 138 
« nodded away their whole lives in nee © 
© and ſloth, affecting not ſuch an ign mee p 
St. Paul ſpeaks of, but ſuch a one n — 
< the fartheſt from of all men living. SD 
> This reply, with a very little alterat acai | 
ſerve as an anſwer to thoſe unlearned men, who 
plead the example of St. Paul to juſtify their pre- 
 Kenſſons to knowledge by inſpiration. This is 
| Po EY eee 


. ö ; 


1 13 5 = many, 55 hdi them cvplightt ande. 


. 5 105 e mit in their application to ſtudy and learning. : — 
. er, not being able to reach the depth of this 
ET 55 . Apoſtle's meaning, nor underſtanding” tbe . 
. wk 0 Une Tenſe of bis words, wben diſclaiming his own - 5 
DG Ee res abilities, he aſcribed all his knowledge | 
„t ſucceſs to' the revelation of the Spirit and EE 
Eo” 0 4 fo te the power and grace of God, they have ne- 
A e gected the means which God hath appointed 
he e, for their iumination and ſucceſs, pretending 
WEE: or; not to ſuch a revelation” and aſſiſtance as St. 
e Paul ſpeaks of, but ſue ond yo was the” mug 
1 0 9 Y 1 from of all men living. 5 e | 
5 5 St. Paul, before his Midas potieſied"s 
great ſhare of that kind of learning which was 
bt The -moſt-cultivated/in Judea. He had ſtudied the 
TE Law and the Prophets, the cuſtoms of the Jes 
ny hs 5 15 | and the traditions of the Elders &: he was not 
13 ignorant of dhe philoſophiſm of the Sadducees, 
1 nor of the doctrines of the Phariſces; nor was he 


„ ee eee with Grecian literature +, nor 
1 eee ry; the policy; and learning of the 


1 Romans . But by what means did he attain to 
ö 2 

= 1 n nne 97 888580 of his Ws charaQter 
| 3 | * Phil 4. "At x xii, - Gal, 1. * Hy 3 Ads RR 88. 
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4 Chri 

dent authority, to preach his Goſpel, and to 
e ſtabliſn churches, or chriſtian ſocieties, in all 
the world. This was the higheſt dignity and the » 
tant charge that was evericonferred 
. e mortal men; far ſuperior to any thing that 
85 ; John the Baptiſt.*. . 1 1 Ra a 
; | There are three thiogs effential to this office. | 


and dot 150 3 qualified 
to preach the faith which once he deſtroyed? 
Was it by external means of inſtruction, or by 
the eee l een eden 25 the 
| Spin? mids N 

Leet us ee eee offices of a an \ Apoſtlef 
"Iv then we ſhall better underſtand. the means 
by which St. Pa ul was qualified to diſcharge this 


offioe. An Apoſtle is one ſent or deer, by 
another to declare his mind _— i 
ſineſs for him with a third perſo 


number of perſons, at a diſtance. 140 the e 


Teſtament the word Apoſtle expreſſes the office 


of thoſe firſt and higheſt miniſters of Jeſus 
t. ſent by him with ſovereign and indepen- 


] Moſes. and n en or even 


4 Firſt, to have ſeen Jeſus Chriſt alive after his 
© "death +, that a full teflimony might be given to 
the certainty of his ae een au- 


A 14 Matt. i. 9, 10, 1 
| n 1e. wu. As a. 6. 5 


F 


* 


JJ Lord. Jeſs 
Hs Gather or wedeln power cannot be 
derived fi a deputy, it muſt come imme 
| ately 4 the principal: and Thirdly, an ex- 
5 i key meaſure ah the Divine at 

. to com nene this. 668 40 1 
"The he gift of ge — 60 


1 . 1085 | ceelave their teſtimony. in all arts world: 

. power to eee, 
Confirm their teſtimony, and to ſeal the truth of 
is promiles, eee W who did not 


—— Lord's dere. 
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1 ia and! made havock 155 a oh 
Ste breathing out threatenings ant 
1 gaughter againſt the diſciples] in Jeruſalem - 
„„ e eee ee ee wen and women to N 


5 5 Jobs. XX, Ale Matt, xxvili, 19, 20. 8 5704 . 

5 19 AQs i. 5. C. ii. 23. Luke xxiv. 49. meek; te Hewes, I, 4. 

1 55 1 1 X13." 10, 11. Rom. XY. 19 © £29 
| 6 Acts viii. 17. Mark xvi. 17, 18. Ae dle. . rs, 7 Ede , 

Fr 17, iy; "ns, „ 3 He 
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cuted them even unto ſtra1 
doited and obtained letters of authority from the 
 Sanhedrim to the Jews of Damaſcus,” that, if he 
found any diſciples of Chriſt there, he mig 
bave power to ſeize upon their perſons and 
being then won” unto: Rs to. bs ms 
| iſhed, | 5 
LT when he PHO near to 3 
ſuddenly, at mid-day, there ſhone round about 
bim a light from heaven, exceeding the-meris . - 
diian brightneſs of the ſun. It was the effulgent 
glory of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who ap- 
peared in perſon to this perſecutor, and ſtruck 
him to the ground, That it was not merely a 
Tight, without the diſtin object from which it 


xt. 


. Ste their death by eee en ah wit. 
neſs againſt 'them—All the miſchief he coult 
5 e was too little to 2 ths: * Tz 
gotry of this fierce being ex- 
15 ceedingly mad againſt the Chriſtians, 1 : 


perſecutor; for 


ed, 'that he faw, is determined by the 


3 ſpeech of Ananias, who was ſent to Saul three 
days after this eyent, and who thus addreſſed 
1 him : 6 Brother Saul, the Lord, eyen Jeſus that 
« * appeared unto thee in the way. as thou cameſt, 5 
t hath. ſent me, that thou mighteſt receive thy 
. fight, and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt.” 
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*hoſen one thou ſhould — his will, 
and /ce THAT Ju o, and ſhouldſt hear: 

et the voice of his mouth; ſor thou ſhalt be his 
i ll men of what thou heft en and, | 
* heard. And now, why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe 

Gand waſh away: thy ſins, calling on the name. 
lol the Lord.“ And, in his firſt epiſtle to tbe 
0 rinthians, St. Paul aſked, Am I not an 


1 5 — Have I not ſeen Jeſus Chriſt our 


l Es again, in the fifteenth) chapter, 
be af Lat of all, He was ſeen. of me: . 
Fas 98 Fay out of due time *.” 
In the ae of his epiſile to the Romans, 
St. Paul declared his appointment to the 
of an Apoſtle: Paul, a ſervant of Jeſus Chrin, 
£ called to be an Apoſtle, ſeparated unto the 8%. 
1 ſpel of God, concerning his ſon Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, by whom: we have received grace 
9 and apoſtleſbip, f cabedignee: to the faith 
* among all ale his name. 
| beginning of his epiſtle to the Golitions, hs af. 
ſierted that his commiſſion was received from: 


0p 


11 ny etch vl * Hilowing 1 he will 4 
e to believe that bur Lord frequently appeared to. this 
_ Apoſtle: Acts xxii. 18, 21. 2 Tim, iy; NIN 9. 


* "KY ; PIR ; 
WL 11. 4 4 en i. 27 pr my Fi 1421 2 l * 1615 1 
5 „ . men, 
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rd himſelf : Fu Paul, an Apoſtle," not of 2 


* i 


and, ord Jeſus 
8 un dehrered bis gp to \this Geer 8 
HS the voice of his mouth, when Saul was going 5 
to Damaſcus: I am J eſus whom thou alas b 


euteſt. Bi t riſe, and ſtand upon thy feet: 
*« for I have appcured unto.tf 


” « to make thee! a nuniſter and à vines both 


155 j of theſe; things which thou "haſt ſeen, and 


_ * of thoſe things in the wich I will appear 


c unto.thee; delivering thee from the people, 5 55 


x 420d. from- the Gentiles, unto whom now : 
| a h to ae gary Nog 2 Wan 


os {A —_— 3 e 5 Tete 4 | 


_ ©.ceive'/ forgiveneſs | of | fins,” and inheritance 
. 4% among all ther FUN are: fanfic by faith 
|: 66/ in me.. 3 No 5 To e ag £4801 1 
- That 8. F Paul poſſeſed the: other :qualift- 
2 ju ions of an Apoſtle, the giſt of tongues and of 
5 miracles, cannot be diſputed. | The Corinthian 
Church was enriched with abundant gifts of che 
| Spirit, in all utterance and in all Knowledge; 
and yet St. Paul ſaid, -I thank my God; I 9 
545 with tongues: more than you * all, Pr And who 


| has not read, Acts xix. that God wrought . 


0 40 n W the hand. of Faul Nr 
i ed en 15 
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e for this purpoſe, 
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| that'® the! Lord: 3 onders 
5 be done by hin, by which be gave teſtior n 
to the word of his grace,” And he poſſeftse 


Wn: me apoſtolical power of communicating the mi- 
HD 15 woulous gifts of the Spirit by [impoſition of 
hands; for; when he came to Epheſls and ſou = 
Certain diſciples who had not received the mira - 
ceeudous giſts of the Holy Ghoſt fines they belier. 


e, Ze laid bis bonds upon then, and then imme - 
ll - dintely © the Holy Gboſt came on them, and. 2 
Des wang with tongues and. prophefied.” = 

But the moſt important queſtion remains to | 
| be anſwered : By what means was St. Patil 
taught, inſtructed, enlightened, and qualified to 
preach the goſpel? Was it by immediate inſpira. 

tion or otherwiſe ? St. Paul himſelf will anſwer 

in Gal. i. 11, 12. ] oertify you; hrethrenn, 

e that the goſpel which was preached of me, is ; 


9 


4 not after man. For I neither received it of 
„ man, neither was I taught it (in any orber 


© way) but by the revelation of Jeſus C 

He does not ſay, I was inſtructed by inſpiration 

but by zbe revelation of Jefus Chriſt, The nf 

_  * Inſpiration and revelation are not ſynonimous, = 

. Revelation may be communicated by inſpira- 

þ boos rg 33 ee de een not an 
e ens - 

without 
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without any inſpirat 


appearance and voice of the Lord himſelf; in 


| which way reyelation was communicated to 
Adam before and after his fall, and to Abraham, 


ET Moſes, the- children of Iſtael at Mount Sinai, 


. and here in this inſtance to St. Paul. And does 
not the Apoſtle, in this paſlage of his epiftle” to. 


the Galatians, refer to that 'never to be forgotten. | ED 
d, that perſonal manifeſtation of Chriſt 


d this Apoſtle, in his way to Damaſcus, when 


be faw the Prince of Life, the Lord of Glory, 
and heard his voice, ſaying, I am Jeſus whom 
'2hou perſecutęſt ? Ey er Tnogc. o Nagai, RE 
whom thou haſt reviled by this name, and arty. 
5 perſecuting with mad but impotent rage; by | 
- which thou mayſt injure and deftroy thyſelf, but 5 


canſt never prevail againſt God. But riſe and 


= and upon thy Feet, for 1 have appeared unto thee © 
5 for this purpoſe, to appoint thee to the office of © 
miniſter and a witneſs both of thoſe things which © 


\ thou haft ſeen, and of thoſe things which thou alt = 
bereaſter learn by my appearing to thee again, reſ= 


cuing thee from the people, and from the'Geniiles, 


= #0 whom now I end thee an Apoſtle io open their 
Ses, that they may turn from darkneſs to light, and 


"= the power of Satan unto God; that by the. 
g which. is in me, may receive jana 
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5 mere literally a, revelation of Jeſus Chriſt ; but 
|; 1 15 not by inſpiratiun; not a knowledge of Chriſt 
„ and, his goſpel communicated: by the internal 
. * "and, extraordinary illumination of the Holy | 
Wn 9 Ghboſt. And what inſpiration. could he want; 
1 1 5 0 5 who bad attained to the certainty. of the refur- 
855 1 5 7 rection of Jeſus Chriſt, who bad ſeen him alive. - 
i after, bis paſſion, and ſeen him in glory, and 
WE 15 bo had heard the voice of bis mouth, the de- 
T claration of. his will, and the plan of his moſt 
1 merciful and gracious providence ? ? He had been 
. 5 7 . up at ihe feet of Gamaliel, and taught 4 
. e to the genes e ble Law of the Ku. 


5 the 1 be. was . acquainted 

„ with the Scriptures, . and was ignorant in no- 
: 5 | 5 point of biblical learning, excepting on what 
ä to the true character of the Meſſiah and 
OE ooo bis kingdom; and. this. ignorance, was ſo per- 

5  fectly done away by the manifeſtation of Chriſt, 
„„ and by what he heard from bis mouth, that he 

1 3 was qualified to go immediately” into, the, bse ; 
© Bogucs, as ſoon. as he had waſhed. away bis fins, 

to groogh 0 the faith which, be Sa meg, e 


5 5 | . j | We 0 — T HY Ty 
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„The 3 of inſpiration, of "OR OR Oo. | 


"a with the knowledge of Chriſtian doctrines 
by the immediate influence of the Divine Spirit, 
* inconſiſtent with this and other facts in 
the hiſtory « of St. Paul. For, if he were taught 


by immediate inſpiration, what need was there 
to ſend him! to Ananias, for inſtruction? What 
need of Chriſt's appearing, to bim again and | 


again to inſtruct him ? Wbat need of ſo many 


_ viſions and revelations ? And, what need of bis 


being caught oe. into the third heaven „ to 
learn 


"T4 J 8 WE FLY 3:5 , : 


man. to utter. 2 Cor. xii. 4. Some ſuppoſe that 8. Paul 
heard what cannot poſlibly | be expreſſed in any language uſed 
by men. But, bow then did be bimſelf hear and underſtand 
theſe unſcealable dbordi : Some ſuppoſe that he could repeat 
of expreſs what he heard, in any language with which he was 
acquainted ; but, that what he heard was a greater ſecret 
than the BEleufinian myſteries; or which God did not per- 


mit the church to know. But, to what end- then; was St. 


Paul made to hear them ? Were not all his abilities, all his 
knowledge, for the edification of the chureh ? It ſeems moſt 
probable that the ſubject of thoſe viſions and revelations, of 

which he ſpeaks, 2 Cor. xii. 1, was that myſtery of Chriſt in 
the diſpenſation of God towards the Gentiles, including the 
ae power of Antichriſt, and the ſubverſion of the impe< 
rial authority of the Emperors: Theſe were indeed unſpeak- 
able worde, and not lawful to be dirulged plainly. They 
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would excite the jealouſy of the Roman power, and could not 
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_ wards the Gentiles? n 1 Foe 
| a RE wo... 


1 * x Y, To 
n the ebe, diſpenfations of G 6. 


But what Was the deßg ion Ls 1 
onverting this violent perſecutor, and calling 


7 him to be an Apoſtle ſeparated unto the poſpel -- 


— 


df God? For ibis cauſe, he biraſelf tells us, "2 5 
5 obtained mercy, that in me, apobir, the Jt, 


the chief of violent perſecutors,” 


16 moſt daring 


: oppoſer of the goſpel, and, in this reſpect, the 


5 chief of ſinners, Jeſus Chriſt might ſhow forth 
all lon g-ſuffering g. fer a pattern to them wh * 


ſhould e believe on b to life ever- 


Jews, ben they ſhall "PIR look on bim 


whom they have pierced; to demonſtrate, by 
this example of St. Paul, that the reprobation 
of Jews. is not ablolate and Sroh—not. a Winne, 


we th oe the 1 8 inconveniencies Fg "the De | 
gf the Gentiles, and the greateſt obſtructions to the propaga - 
Bon of Chriſtianity, What would the Emperors or the Ro- 
mas people have thought of Chriſtianity, if it had been pub- 


Aly known, that the profeſſors of this religion entertained a 


| perſuaſion chat a Power would ariſe, and even ſpring out of 
Chriſtianity itſelf, which would finally ſubvert the authority 


of the Emperors, and the majeſty of the Roman people, in the 


Raſtand Welt? The caution with which St. Paul mentioned 


"this fubje& in 2 heli ii. is very e 2 f eee 


y_ RY 1 WE . 2 | tha; 1 Tit. 16. * 1512 3 s A e 


5 


b Sf them 48 meu; but as uud cierets 6 


long only as they continue to reject the goſpel; 


and that, though broken off from the olive- 
tree, God is able to graft them it again ank 


will do fo; if they continue not mill in unbe- 


lief. This agrees with the very uſe which this 


Apoſtle makes of his converſion in Rom. xi. 


T ay then, Harb God caſt. away. his people? God 
forbid! for I alſo am an 1fraelite, of the ſeed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. But this is 

: only: a ſubordinate reaſon, and has no immediate 

| relation to his office as an Apſtle. ih 
_ __ He tells us, that God had ſeparated bim from 
5 his mother's womb, and choſen him to be a 
Miniſter and an Apoftte of ſeſas Chriſt. Un- 
| donbtedly. the providence of God had watched 
over him from his birth, and directed his edu- 
cation to this end. And it was his learning, | 
his natural temper, : and acquired abilities, which 
made him to be peculiarly fit to become the 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles, to preach the goſpel to 


the poliſhed Greeks, as well as to rude barba- | 


rians to the wiſe, co olg, as well as to the un- 
learned And it was the violence of his zeal | 
againſt the truth of Chriſt, which made him to 
be the more an unexceptionable witneſs of our 
| Mou 5 reſurrection. Here then, in this ex- 
e E " _ ample, 
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62 1 
ample, w we * the 2 tage of PA ; and 
by this example, God teaches. us the importance 
9 thoſe perſonal qualifications. for the miniſtry, 
" are either the gift of nature, or may 
be acquired by human induſtry; and which, 
e of no account in themſelves, and, in the 
hands of thoſe who are unſkilful in the word 
of life, will. rather. binder. the. work. of. grace 
than forward it, yet, ſanctified to the ſervice 


KEPT f the. ſanctuary, are highly expedient, . and 


even neceſſary. St. Paul made the happieſt 

uſe of theſe abilities, i in deen the A * 

and governing the churches. | | 
When he told the Corinthians, that Cbritt 


dd not ſend him to preach the goſpel with e 


ww! iſdom of words, and that he came to them not 
with excellency of ſpeech. or of xvi/dom, and that 

bis ſpeech. and his preaching was not with 
enticing words of man's wiſdom, what is it that 
the Apoſtle diſclaimed ? Not wiſdom, ſurely ; 
for; he ſubjoined, Howbeit we ſpeak wiſdom; 
that which is truly ſo, the higheſt wiſdom, ; 
among them that are perfect; yet, not the 
wiſdom of this world, nor of the princes of this 


world, of ſtateſmen and philoſophers. He dif- 


claimed, therefore, nothing. more than the uſe | 
of flattering. and | eg words, ſophiſtical 
ETON, 


1 


arguments, curious and vain” es Bed RY 
 loſophical ſubtilties, human policy, worldly wits 
dom, the art of accommodation, adulterating 
the kublüme truths of Chriſtianity by reducing | 
them to the principles” of natural reaſon, 'and 
the prejudices of men of corrupt minds. This 
kind of ſeducing oratory and wiſdom! the 
Apoſtle diſclaimed, and never uſed, ' Vet never 
wuas there any one wbo better underſtood the 
legitimate powers of true oratory than this 
We nor who uſed them with more-ſucceſs: 
Let the effect of his reaſoning on "Felix, 
ls he diſcourſed of righteouſneſs,” tempe- 
rance, and judgment to come let his ſpeech 
in the Areopagus, and that to the Elders of the 
Epheſian Church, and that before King Agrippaz | 
be taken in proof of his oratory, of his learn- 
ing, and of his wiſdom: What orator ever more 
carefully iimuated himſelf into the good opinion 
and confidence of his auditors than this Apoſtle 
does in all his epiſiles, by expreſfin g his ſolici- 
tude for their welfare to whom bis epiſtles are 
addrefled, his deſign to promote their intereſts, 
his love, his ſufferings, and his fervent be 
for them, his rejoicing in their proſperity; an 
thanks to God on their behalf? What 3 . 
ever Pated bis fe ject with more glearneſs and, 


JISNA E * preciſion? 
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1 5 2 on! Who e erer nn the n 
1 be had undertaken to defend, or to commend 
to his auditors, with more deciſive and cogent 
regſonings ?. Who ever eech rene 
with greater addreſs, or 4 


|, | ebiyincingly? V 2 | 
I 5 8 bis ſubject F . Wbere {tall We find 2 finer 
| —  " plimax{than in Rom. vii. 31 — to the end? 
Were ſhall we meet with more Juſt! and 
dans ee Wen * al the baer of 
© this Apoſtle? A 
en een than be bath uſed to it 5 
tie moſt lively seal for that practice and con- 
8 fu which are moſt agreeable to the! ſubject of 
3 br e the natural Tong: 55 his 8 
| BE | 5 ments? K Rood i DIR 11G I os 
6 . arbiandy/that the finooth- 
| *- * neſs of Jſocrates, the gravity of Demoſthenes, 
F che maeſty of Thucydides, and the ſublimity 

5 . of Plato, were we pede for a Biſhop „ ſhould ' 
|. © not need to produce any/ ſtronger evidence 
5 s againſt it than this of St. Paul. But I paſs 
t thoſe things; I make no account of 
thoſe curious ornaments of prophane elo- 
BW te quence; nor nc ram 1 at all concerned. for the 
* See ene 1 Cor. . and following ele. 
| 9 p. . 36. Ar. 

8 * . nicety 


, 


10 N 175 | 

oi, of every phraſe, or ſentence. And, 
ed, let the diction be as plain and una- 
e as you pleaſe; Jet. a man's COIN oſi- 
tion be as ſimple and inartificial as he will; 


2 let him not be raw in knowledge, nor 
my e. Anki in reſpect of doctrines, in diſcerning 


from error; neither let him ſeek to 


0 e ſhelter his own idleneſs under à vain, pre- 
1 tence, by robbing this bleſſed Apoſtle of that 


which was bis higheſt ancemium. and the 
*,yery ſummit. of all his praiſe. 1 0 


4 Fot, bow was it, I would Ak, that oy 


i" <6 © founded the Jews, whith dwelt. at Damaſcus *, 
when he bad not as et to work 


a ane 27 By what means was he too hard 


ee for the Grecians . And what was the cauſe 
for which he was ent to Tunſus 12 Was it 
not. becauſe. he had vanquiſhed them by the 
|<. force of his arguments (for as yet, I obſerved | 


before, he had wrought no miracles at all), 
and had driven them to ſuch extremities, 
4 that, not being able to bear the ſoil, they 
„ reſolved to murder him? Neither is there 
room to object, that it was the glory of thoſe 
> , 0 8 wack: he Wee that 8 


TRIS & 3 


eee, + Lid. i ix. 29. a * Ad . ix. 30 8 
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TD. nn the people; cnt at 
they who diſputed \ with bim were overpowered | 


by the proc igious opinion men bad of him on 


1 that account ; for, hitherto, be conquered by. 
5 gument only. How elſe was it 
ED. . that he contended. ſo earneſtly, and Ft RE ed 
at Antioch ſo warmly, againſi thoſe that were 

| -* for following the Jewiſh ceremonies How 
5 we find bim employed at Theſſuloniea, ar 
. 'Corinth, at Fipbejus, and at Nome itſelf? Did 
| * he not, in all thoſe places, ſpend whole days 
and nights in expounding to mee. . 5 


dint of 'ars 


Holy Scriptures, in their order? 


It appears, then, that both diford his e, 
Fes and afterwards, St. Paul made uſe of much 
t eloguence. With what face, the: 
one dare to pronounce bim ignorant or un · 
mons and diſputations were 
„ > exceedingly admired by all that heard 
them? Let any one tell me what was the rea- | 
e forf-wby: the people of Zycaonia took bim for 
t Mercury for that Paul and Barnabas were 
thought to be gods, vas ou ing to their mira- 
4 A. racles; but that St. Paul particularly. was . 
taken foe Mercury, was not owing to belts . 
© but to his excellent faculty of ſpeaking. 


fore, will any 


ſkilful, » whoſe ſer 


ln 'what elſe did this bleſſed faint excel e 


i p 


® reſto he Apoſtles? and how 


<-vſpeeially' to be in the ee t al men 


e throughout a he Wen 7 How is it that 
ö «x he is admired beyond all the reſt, not by us 
1 only, but by Jews and Gentiles alſo? Is it not 


| or the'ecellenoe of his epifles? S #.*.%) 


SS Es © * . Nor are thoſe 
s writings ſufficient only in reſpect of doctrine, 
e for the ſubverſion of falſe. ones, and the de- 


& fence of thoſe. that are true; but in reſpect o 
our morals alſo, they are of excellent uſe for te 
FE regulating of our lives 2 * * * SS 


„ u u . Such and ſo powerful are 


* thoſe medicines hich are leſt us by him 
i whom they would: repreſent as an ignorant. 
ce and unſkilful man, the experience of which 
they are well acquainted with, who have 


i them in conſtant uſe. And from all this it 


0.38 manifeſt, that St. Paul had given himſelf up | 
4 to theſe ſorts of 9 with nigh 5 ond | 


| a « * application * *. wok . 


St. Paul well knew the importance. 8 le un 5 
ing; and. it was vit 2 eg; axis of its ĩim· 
eee 


I We find him in one of his eolitte# YT. 10 khe true 
Fry of a ſcholar, « expreſſing an emphatical, ee 5 


N 


5 a . wil for the arrival of the books, but 
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\ doctrine Meditate e theſe. bucher W * 5 
All wholly to them, that thy profiting may appear = 
uo all. Take Bead unto thyſelf, and unto t doo. 
maus Jor, in doing this, Bon jbalt both fave thy | 
Fial. and them that hear thee— Continue thou in tbe 
ttt which. thaw haſt learned, and bafti been af- - 
meu i lui of 1abom thou bat Tearned them, 
© nndahas rum i child thou haſt known the holy ſerip- 
meetues, WHICH ARE ABLE TO MAKE" bee WISE = 
ante ſalvation. And to the ſame effect he in- 
ſormed Nis, that 4 biſbop muſt hold faſt: the 
A Fuinhul word as KR HATH BEEN "TAUGHT, bt 
r ſound doftrine, both 0 exhort 
and corivince the gainſayers. But how ſhould 
3 ie unlearned bo able to convince ſuch RAS, | 


1&0 
x 
F 


WE: SAR "Wy. \ K . 5 
| 5 Fo I ofthe porthments which: be had. lt bobind ink”? 
pH . 8 eAbeiy mD. ue ra and ſoon after he ſubjoins, 
OP Te PrAovyy Ov ameAmoy ev Tpwas; wap Karp, £pXopevog | 
Fi ebe, dl 7a BEN, MAATETA rag pejuCpavas—-There was 
Fame academy. at Antioch, in which it is ſaid St Luke 
Jucated, and where he ſtudied phyfic. His ſuperior 11 85 
38 appears in the ſtyle of his writings: And, mar 
| me not Ktribute St. Panl's partiality for: St. Luke, and his 
aſſociati "024 d e ee eg = 
7 | 20 Cf 29 4 $197 10 216 5 10% gw 27 OE s | 
| and 


* - 


a tendance to 1 and to fluch the ace 
ä and to make evident proficiency; in xnowledge 
by ſudying them, if, aſter all, men may be qua- 5 
biſied for the Ke: of publig. teachers. in the 
church, or of bil by n ˖ 8 
5 learning, 5 585 the moſt. Arrlerkte ſhare: of 
learnipg, and without a: progreſſive. improve - 
ment in Knowledge by diy eaſy " 
theologieal, Audies 2: - if G1 1131197 939 
Phe Apoſtles and Erangelils in 5 the primĩ- 
tive church proved themſelves to be ſufficiently 
ö quali fied to interpret the ſacred ſoriptures. They 


8 quoted them. with wonder ful readineſs, and my 


priety, and gave the ſenſe, and applied it with 
great judgment. But they who in this our 
day pretend to inſpiration, and faney themſelves | 
to be miraculouſly. qualified for the office of 
public teachers in the church, are perpetually 
guilty of the groſſeſt perverſions and miſappli- 
cations of the facred text; which could not 
happen | if” theſe men were really inſpired, as | 
they pretend #, *, .F or if the a were read 
oct 5 +6. >: 00k 


- * e +. 0 9 3 tot on GIERRGS % 05» ofa | g 
VA preacher of this 5 len from 2 Tim. ii. 1. 
13. Without taking any notice of the context, of attempt- 


ing to explain his text by the ai of ah aa in this part 


on Wer ilhehde 0 ö ins ue 


Fßpirit by which 8 5 w ere written, the very ſame 
. wenig would: inf 


llibly appear, in reading and 

| I was in the mind of 

j the ſacred enmen When they wrote the ſcrip- 

© fares The Holy Ghoſt cannot be inconſiſtent 
with bitmſelf. He cannot inſpire people to mif- 

take, to pervert and abuſe the ſeriptures, and to 

Pour forth undigeſted harangues, whoſe e 

eſt eee bag is 46 nol or erer the wins of or ſen- © 

Ar My iN REE ae} F ble «> 


Ld onion lomo home; 1 
ol the epiſtle, "a PREY its meaning. at. 3 bee ail. 
courſed about eternal juſtification ; ; that believers* were jul- 
_ tified from all eternity, and for ever. He ſpoke much of de · 
_  Hverance from the Law of God, and from all law enforced 
by ſanctions of rewards and / puniſhments in à future Nate. 
| He taught the people; to conſider, themſelves, as dead to the 
Lau, deliyered from i its obligations, and freed from all ugeaſi- 
neſs of mind on account of their fins, or any repetitions of 
them in future; beemiſe, being perfectly righteous i in Chriſt, 
they were without ſin in the ſight of God, and ſafe for ever. 
Whether this doctrine be ſincere or perverted truth, or ab- 
15 ſolute falſhood, the text had no more relation to it than it 
\ Has to the modern doctrine of the natural rights of men. 
be text related wholly to the hardſhips and perſecutions to 
ö which the Apoſtles were expoſed. TOOL: 
| The office of a preacher i is to interpret and expound the 
| ſeriptures—to give the'/ſenſe; and to make it evident that it 
is the ſenſe the truth of God, and nothing but the truth. 
9 the e as in the S ne 
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able ads 1 * "hs af reaching, and 

8 "A 0 render it utterly contemptible. nd 

I! be inſpiration of the Spirit, that ds” 

«0 py: the truth as it is in Jeſus, and thoſe holy af- 

fections produced by a divine influence, are 

1 connected with the written revelation, are never 
without it, and never exceed its limits; that is, 


Nr 


no one is ever inſpired by the Spirit of God in 
the knowledge of his truth and of the diſpen- | 
ations of his mercy and grace, who has not read 


and ſtudied, and meditated upon the Law of his 
Sad contained in the holy ſeriptures; or who 
5 has not. beau! ins Hume "gs and has not 


. a fatal Ces to corrupt the 2 of God, da are 


das inconſiſtent with the pretence of ein as oy are 


with the real poſſeſſion of ſound learning. 

_ © To adulterate the word of God with our own fancies, or 

with the opinions, doctrines, and commandments of men, is 
no ſlight offence. It is not mixing a harmleſs powder with 

| ſome ſovereign remedy; when libertiniſm, fataliſm, myſticiſm, 
and nonſenſe, are incorporated with the doctrines of revela- 

tion, and recommended in the words of the ſacred language 


ns the very truth itſelf. This is not merely touching the 


ſacred ark with an unconſecrated hand: it is tumbling it 


dawn into the dirt, into the filthy puddles of human folly, 


and expoſing the moſt venerable. truths of God to the ſcora 
and contempt and ridicule of thoſe Philiſtines, who, if the 
ark had been ſupported by able and faithful Zevizes, would 
| 1192 been . at N into fear andy reverence of the God 
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155 we might then contradict the 


b Ns read," and Kucked, Fu abies 
upon 1 and no one is, nor can be, inſpired with 
the ſpitituaF underſtanding of the ſeriptures, any 0 
farther than as de is acquainted with the iterul 


Fenſe of the ſeriptures. If it u ere not ſo, why = 


bh might we not expect to find miniſters of the 
_ | Goſpel, preachers of Chriſtianity, aud men and 
women enlightened with the knowledge of God 

_ wn the ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt, in the woods 
df America, in the interior deſerts of Africa, or 
rt the Pelew and Sandwich iſlands? Could any 
ſons be-found in any part of the world, 
or any perſons here at home, enlightened beyond 


: 3 ; 


the proportion of external means of information, 2 
. oſtle, and ſay, 

people may call upon him of whom they bave 
never heard, or that they may bear without a 

preacher ſent unto them, and become wiſe unto 
ſalvation without the ſcriptures, that is, without 
the means which God bath ordained to make . 
them wiſe, and to acco 

| poſe ofhis merey. And when we are got into 
uch a wild way of ſpeaking, we may as well 
think of being” providentially fed with bread | 
Without ploughing, or Seta. or reaping the 
tuts of the rn Is. 2 5 


N indeed the bleſling of Slaves -wbich 
| maketh | 


1" { 


ls pliſh-i in them the pur- 


: 
3 
# 


- hw * 


A ddp Ee ger gas upon th 


pf the appointed means, proſpering « our induſtry; - 


our ſkill and labour: and he that will not work 
muſt ſtarve; he that will not uſe the appointed ; 


means, if he ſtarve not, will ſuffer, in a greater 


or leſs degree, the puniſhment of bis egregious 
folly. And fo it is under 'the diſpenfation 'of 
| the ſuperior providence of God.” The means of 
1 grace, thoſe which relate to 4 fu ure world, and 
- for which there could not be any proviſion i in the 
conſtitution of the 'preſent ſyſtem, for then it 


N would be both preſent and future, this world 


| and the oth er—th efe means, extra ordinem na. 
thre, are given to me, to you, and to millions | 
more. We deſerved them not: they are not the 
reward of c our merit: they are the gift of Heaven; 
and not a debt due from the Creator to his 
creature man: I no ſuch. thing. But being 
given, the Tm of heaven ſurrounds us ; yet 
man, prone to earth, perceiveth it not: the 
light ſhineth in darkneſs, and the datkneſs 
does not comprehend . Therefore, while 
the. preachers | of the word teſtify of God, and 
excite attention, the Spirit of God, ſecretly, : 
unperceived by us,. "draws and perſuades us 
theſe means, and bleſſes and Pproſpers | the proper 
uſe of them when the end is duly fought : 3 yet ö 


0 


. that ITY this Ce the & "Y . 
every one is as. accountable. to God as the Angels 85 
are, or as Adam was in Paradiſe. Under this 
2 Gifpenſation of the Spirit, let a man uſe. the 
Wk means with due regard to the end, and the 
3 Spirit of God: will enlighten and ſanctify him 
. perfectly. But, if he reſiſt and quench the Spirit; 

i be neglect the means, and deſpiſe the end; if 
8 he choaſe rather to be a worldling in one faſnion 
por another; if he determine to be guided by his 
ñꝑñ: wiſdom, which cannot reach beyond the 
| ſtem with which he is naturally connected; 
and reſolre to follow the impulſe of his own luſts 
WT ng: and paſſions, i in oppoſition to the diſpenſation, We 
JE a ths Spirit, under which the ſovereign. diſpoſer of 
5 all things bath placed bim; : .then the hour will 

. br 0 dome when the Spirit of God will no longer : 
1 | Hove. with man, and he that i 18 diſobedient will „ 
pPlunge into exerlaſting pe and God will 5 

„ borlake him for ever. 
0 Wie oſten ſee people of n mean abiltttee⸗ 1 ä 
255 ? "ith lender means, not only ſufficiently . 
5 vided for, but growing rich; while, others of 

Hl \ greater, natural abilities, fortunate i in their fitu- - 
_ ation and*circumſtances, and having the faireſt : 


e to make their fortune, yet ſcarcely 
"iy 1175 heads HOP. Ayers, and not unfre- 
: OL EL Warren 
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1 gok 3 it l 1 The r 


are frugal, prudent, and induſtrious; tnaking the 


e their! advantage,” ot elſe nightly aſe, or xervert 
them. Juſt ſo it is in the kingdom of God: 85 
and ſurely it is not unteaſonable to ſay there is 
1 wonderful analogy between the material 1 8 
. ſpiritual ſyſtems, finice the ſame Lord is Lord 
Bo over. all, the fame Being is the Author of both 


0 beſt, uſe of ſuch means as they have; the _ 
4 prodigal, Nane idle, aha either . to 


Rr. 7 


ſtems, and perhaps intended that the conſtitu - 


B tion ard order of things in this viſible world 
Sf Thould be a type of the ſpiritual and future 
8 world, Some there are who, with ſlender 
1 1 and a poor ſhare of knowledge of the 
. Leriptures, are very rich in grace, and far more 


holy and happy than others who have better op- 


portunities and a greater ſhare. of learning. 
But what makes the difference ? It is the bleff- 
„ of Heaven, the influence of the Divine Spi= 
nt, which proſpers the humble defires and ear- 


neſt. endeayours of the former in the uſe of ſuch 


55 means as they have; and does not, and will 


not, proſper the latter, who, though poſſeſſing 
7 better opportunities and more knowledge, have 


92 not an ec oy ſhars of e and therefore 
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1% Te diſcerns the, great — — = 
. 3 in their im ortance, and ſo as to.feel 
5 their importance to himſelf, is ſufficiently i Ins 
ASL ſtructed to be wiſe unto. 9 70 3 for his knows 
EC - - ledge; of theſe truths. wall. | make a ſtrong and 
r reffion upon bis heart, and will S 
8 7 eite within him thoſe holy. affections and liſpo· 


75 £17 


5 135 15 15 ps He: that clearly 


TY” 


| 5 5 TER zl bis practice, and fit bim for the future ſtate f 


. | the church. But, to be a public miniſter of the 

5 word, requires other talents. A private To 
NE 9 in the army may well underſtand his dut 
5 ma be well diſeiplined, and expert 3 in 95 5 


We,  Intions of his moment 5 but he i is not fitted . 


God's alfiltance and bleffing, his grace and his providence, 
3 4e che ult of all ordinary means, to render them ſucceſsful 
ede ed fo there is need. of God's illuminating Spirit to 
. | a i 0 | a : 5 4. afſiſt our weak eyes, our. dark faculties, | But then this 
„ | illumination f is but that which j is annexed to the uſe of 
. VV the means, 1 not that Which works without them: and 
tis aGof his Providence is a ſuggeſling of means which 
ad not otherwiſe. been thought of, had not God by hie 
I good band directed to them; which, he doth, not by any 
F 46 inspiration, but by offering « occaſions which human induſ- 
Wi 5 44 3 is E to Pee, and if it do Oy nb benefit | 
F 5 5 Ono theſe 


* 2 NRF, 
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fitſons which will have a bappy influence. upon : 


1 7 1 W n d hen t n d cds one of 
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5 5 nk patrons 
in chief, nor for that of a colonel or a captain, 
Ani he that ha Des the means of grace to His 


105 rater: as pit Chris, may be as unfit for | 
the office of a pu 
j to conduit an army. ns he 
__ " -Howa man, eee 1 Eee | 
ith the contents of the ſacred volu 


* 


d the beſt cha- 


b ee as a ee e 


ume, or who 
has never ſtudied the holy ſcriptures, ſhould be 
qualified to interpret the mind and will of God, 


to expound the ſeriptures, and to apply the © 


meaning of them to the various caſes and condi- 


| tions of his hearers, cannot be conceived. Is it 


poſſible that any goodneſs of heart, or fineerity = 
of intention, or even inſpiration itſelf, mould 


euer qualify any one for the due diſcharge of this 
uacsred office, who bas no theological learning? 
Sufficient abilities cannot, indeed, be obtained 
vithout the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit; nor with 


this aſſiſtance, unleſs it be joined with the oſs o 


learning, ſtudy, meditation, rational inference, 
| _ collation of parallel paſſages, where the ſame 
5 words, and the ſame or like meanings occur, 
=D together with unbiaſſed affeRions, an upright 
mind, a zealous deſire to know the truth and to 


be con formed _ it, and conftant 1 to God 


| * 2 BN 


* 
4 2 . 

« 4 , R 
* - 

— - * 83 

> \ 
5 1 
* 
. - 


4 


A 


fall th lis care ang. 


5 . up with + 8 e e of. b 
. e. e for | ie baku, I 

elf up to 
ay. "adi ing, caring, and 
; be ſoriptures, and to other 


7 — 


ee ble | degre of application hich 
nt e 3 _ alto- 


* ; 
2+ 
* 
0 « þ 
* 5 4 
64-0 1 
* i . . 
% 
MEE 
7 3 — 3 1 
* 
- 
#1 — 
* * 
£ * * 
n 
* 1 1 4 Sh 1 83 F = 4 * v2 2 " 3 0 > N 9 0 3 
3 1 * 5 : 
% 1 S2 14 6) . — 8 2 hy © 3 *. we * 2 * 5 7 G = 7 4 - „ 
8 $54 * S * * F 
F # * 1 
ky 4 * 4 
« % S - 2+ FY 4 tb # > 7 * J 
. F k * + ay ry 2. * * 2 17 6 W- 47 * 
f f 23; ln ROS Oe bg ade Bl: r 
3 8 BC 4 4 * 8 4 4 * 
a 3 % / IE RINGS . Ke - 3 4 13. 6 
a - * 5 
4 q . 3 
* * 
:, _ +..* 4 * * 7 
= 4 bo FE, - * 5 
E * 7 
x 4 . 
* . 4 7 Is * 
= * - 
* * 
< . 5 
K X * — 2 + 
. oF, . 1 
— i 7 / 
+# 
1 * 
> . 1 5. : A 
; * \ : E. . 
f * * 
: >» ”* : O of 
oF * c : bo, { 8 
. s* : : 
S 5 £ - 
a, % $ t 
1 5 4 1 bo 
4 o "TR * . 
| p . 4 : . , 
* 7 2 
5 $ 5 
4 0 
« a * 1 — 5 
a 4 : \ 
* # 7 
1 3 5 
5 vt * - 


[4 


C 


LED 1. - 1 * ; bf Fs 


POSTSCRIPT. 


1 Faul, which may be thought ſufficient to oppoſe 


9 preceding account of the inſpiration 'of the”. 


1 Apoſtles; and which, Ne it 1 is ne 
[ ſhould be noticed. 1 I PA 
The firſt of theſs age is fo. ths Gn 
; chapter of the firſt epiſtle to the Corinthians. 
But G hath revealed them unto us BY 'm1s 
Serge, namely, the things which God hath me 


pared for them that love bim. Mw We ſpeak, ver. 3 £ : 


2 the wiſdom of God in 4 "myſtery, the Pu 


60 wiſdom,” that which was expreſſed enigma- 
1 tically, or typically, in the Old Teſtament, and | 
| therefore obſcurely wich neither the rulers o, 


. the Jews, neither the Scribes and Phariſees, nor 
Herod and Pontius Pilate, knew « or underſtood; 


D for, had they known, they never could have 
- been fo mad as to crucify. the Lord of Glory. Pn 
Cle. And, in truth, the doctrine of Chriſt; and every 


part of the plan of God's merciful ee 


Was, and is, and muſt ever remain ſar above out 
of the ſight of every one who is not enlightened 


; 5 have en 


* 7 


12 . * 5 * , \ 8 it 


"HERE are two paflages i in the tes 8. : 


by revelation ; agreeably to what J/aiab proplie- | 
"fied, Bye bath not ſeen," nor ear heard, neither 

0 Ted 1 Ee OY eg 1385 
8 N 1 „ 


. 
2 
* 
424 


FS” 


Bod hb mere for them that love Bi 

1 5 « God 5 revealed 

Dee * arp,” namely, 1 in the 

Fi ch contain a 0 *t thoſe things, | 
oY: ee of f human, reaſon could never dit. | 

= ver,., which. che ear neyer heard from the 

mouth of any merely human inſtru cor an 
. Ven; the, heart or imagination. of m. n' could 
n. neyer con ceive nor invent. But tbe Siri, under 
90 ole influence the Prophets, al all of them from | 
3 Maſes to Alachi, prophefied, Lurche all 


* 


4 
. 


3 and he 


„ 


© things, yea, the deep things of Goc 
only coul reveal what is 1 now made manifeſt = 
by the revelation of -Je ſu Obriſt, in the true 
knov uy underſtanding « of the ſcriptures. 
 Ephel: ili. 5. Which 
known, AS it i 16 now - 
h les and 104 þ ** 


in viſions at i 


2 


x 


- 


* 


ſo clearly and perſectiy un en 
1 ee circumſ ces, as to manner, 
time place, las and oth WAN 
Vantage and number of privileges to Which the 
= Gentiles ſhould be admitted. Even the Pro- 
e  themſelyes, who prophefied of the "grace 
>. Which ſhould come in the day of Chriſt, were 
. far from underſtanding the whole plan of: this 
mexeiful provideice; who, therefore, in eager - 
1 defire to know more of it, enquired and ſearch- 
ed diligently to underſtand what, and what 
manner of time, the Spiri irit of Chriſt which was | 
in them did fignify, when it teſtified 'before- 
hand the ſufferings of Chriſt and the glory that 
Thould follow. Unto whom it was revealed, 
iat not unto themſelves, but vx ro vs they did 
miniſter the things which are now reported unto 
you by them that have preached the goſpel unto 

you, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from hea- 

ven *.“ And undouhtedly, if the Prophets them 
ſiebees enquired and ſearched: diligently in the 
ſc«acred writings to underſta + the e ee 
tte grace of God; and if they propheſied in 
_ their writings for the advantage and inſtruction 


of the as rapes and other miniſters of n ; 9 | 
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a, 
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bee; 3 ec the Dine Sprit 
|. "revealed this myſtery to the Apoſtles, by leading 
Jt { "them into the perſect knowledge and under- 5 
mieending of the ſcriptures. The. evangelical =_ 
. _ tories prove that this was really the caſe; S—_ 
wet ade Holy Gbaſt led the Apoſiles into this: 
1 - knowledge of the wyſtery of Chriſt, in the un- N 
' Werfianding of the ſcriptures, by flow advances, 
. and; by external means of information, and not | 
5 > ay; any direct and immediate inſpiration. 
| But it muſt be further remarked, there i is no 9 


nce that the word Spirit in this paſſage, 


be 13. 5. means the Holy Ghoſt. It is moſt e 
13 that Spirit, here, means exactly the 
ſame as in Rom. viii. 1 0 e Ye are not in the fleſb, 
| 5 40 0 in the ſpirit ;" ' 6) "aveuparrty: in both paſ- 
es. © Ye are not. under the lau, but under 


be © grace, words of the ſame. import—Ye are not 
in ibe flefb, under the diſcipline of the carnal di- 
: penſation, Fees was merely ahpe, an external form | 
and fhadow of-g d things! to come; but ye are in 

. the; Piritander the Chriſtian diſpenſation, which 
zs altogether ſpiritual; in which ye have not the 
mere ſorm of knowledge and of the truth, but a 


TER Plein revelation of the very truth itſelf, that now 


155 might ſerve in newneſs of the ſpirit, and not 
Am oldileſs of the: letter. „IT bis, th erefore, is the 


{Ons character of Chriſt's diſei iples : We worſhip _ 


lars * 4 5 C 
i LED Irm 5 f : | | | 2 4 EY | . 1 ; % 7. 


” of 


5 the Grits 3 in chile Je furs and 
have uo cor ence inthe Naſb; that i is, in the * w, 
and the ſervices thereo! „ which were the body, 2 
- of which Chriſtianity i is the ſoul. When, there= 
bote, St. Paul ſaid,” Epheſ. ili. 5. The myſtery 
of Chriſt. is now revealed unto his holy Apoſtles . 
ö and 1 Prophets, or teachers, ey W hνEtJ.ͤu in the: 52 5 
rit, he meant nothing more than under the pre. 


- The Law and the Prophets propheſied until 

; 1 From that time the kingdom of God was 

5 preached, openly declared, and had its begin- 
2 785 ning; and is now ſupported, and carried on, | 

Ander the diſpenſation of the Holy Ghoſt. 
' Under this diſpenſation, whatever means were 


. 


1 diſpenſation, i in contradiſtinction to the legal. . 


— 


5 uſed, or ſtill are uſed; whether miracles, the 


. gift of healing, the gift of tongues, of prophecy, 
. or viſions; the ſending miniſters to one place or 
45 ps another, to Cœſarea, to Seleucia, to Antioch, in- 
to Macedonia, and not into Bithynia; the united 

teſtimony of the ſaints; their invincible pstience 

. Fi ET ie conduct; ſtudy, learning, elocu- 

tion; theſe being all under the direction of the 
US 93 and means deriving all their virtue from 

| thbe effectual working of his power, the effects 

produced by them, in enlightening the minds 

| | _ and ſanctifying the hearts of men, are all attri- 

2 " utes to anc * the e of a urn 


3 2 
Kal 


” 
-- 


u, St, e hed ads woes Jed 
re of the myſtery of Chriſt. 
ce of Chriſt, by the 


1 voice of e i and: by. other providential 


terpoſitions, Saul of Tarſus became a convert 


2 we faith, and the moſt enligbtened Apoſtle of 


zentiles.. Theſe were the means: nd yet 


It was by the Spirit as the agent and power 


Vockiog by. theſe means, which revealed the 
of Chriſt to St. Peter and St. Paul, and 


| othevapoſolical men, in the clear and Peres 


anding of the pre betical ſeriptures. 15 


1 Dy EPI the work of the Spirit from thy . 


ee by which be. works; imagining that the 
Spirit works, or may work without means; and 
- ws means are, or may be, without the . 
e been the occaſion of many other great 


" and: deoger6us errors. There never was an opi- 


don more inconſiſtent with the preſent ſtate and 

condition of men in this world, or more incon- 

— fifent vith the diſpenſation of the grace of God. 
The giſt of the Holy Ghoſt on the day of Pen · 


10580 was a gift beſtowed on the whole Chriſtian 


kureb,. the benefit of which deſeends, and will 
8 like the boly anointing oil poured on 
Asaron's hend, N member of the churebh, 


10 the remoteſt. ages The church i one, how. 
eee es 8 835 1 J ever 
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* 0 
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# © a * 3 
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ever extended; no time nor eiu ein 


divide it. It was by the gift of the Holy Ghoſt 


dn the day of Pentecoſt. that Chriſtianity has 
been planted in Britain. It was, and is, by the 
ſume Spirit, whatever means intervened, or are 
uſed, that! any one of us at this tims knows any 
thing of the one living and true God, and of _ 
or has any: hope of a reſutre&tion 
from the tins and of life everlaſting. It is by the 

| Spirit that Chriſtianity continues to have at this 


_ Jeſus Chriſt 


= any exiſtence, even in form and name, in 
this land. It is in and by the Spirit that any 


child partakes of baptiſmal regeneration, or that 


| 5 5 adult participates the facrament of the body 


— 4 


and blood of Chriſt; and that he has ever read = 
one chapter i in the bible, or heard a ſermon iu 
the church; or has ever felt one holy compune- 
150 of ſpirit, or one ſincere deſire aſter God 


£40 . 


and his ſalvation. The perfe&'C n is alto 


gether the divine work of the Spirit- of God ; 


and yet all that work has been accompliſhed by 
means, and in the uſe and exerciſe of the natus | 


ral faculties of that Chriſtian's body and mind. 


Theſe are things which God, in his wiſdom; and 
ere grace, hath joined together asd 
let not the fooliſh wit of man divide and diſ- 
unite them, either 1 in e or ee or ne | 
tice. Ns age eG 5 0 _— «Et 


TRE END. 15 
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